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From the Editor’s Desk 


irstly, please note that I now have a new email address: 
davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 

Gary & Judy Backhouse spent some time early in 2005 travelling to 
Papua New Guinea in search of wild orchids to photograph. On their return, 
Gary sent me an email, bragging about the huge numbers of orchids that 
they did find — in flower as well! Some of the Bulbophyllum and 
Dendrobium species they found were just breathtaking. In this issue, they 
discuss the time they had looking for, and finding Dendrobium lasianthera 
in the wild, the “Sepik Blue” as it is colloquially known. Read about their 
adventure in their feature article. 

R.F. Orchids of Florida, USA has the healthiest and the finest quality 
Vandas and Ascocendas that I have seen (and it wasn’t even the main flow- 
ering season!). I was fortunate to spend some time with Robert Fuchs and 
Michael Coronado at their nursery in early October 2005 when I was a 
guest lecturer for Speakers Day at the South Florida Orchid Society. Their 
hospitality was first class, thanks Bob & Michael. Unfortunately, only a 
week or so after my visit, Hurricane Wilma left a trail of destruction in that 
region, severely damaging their landscaped orchid gardens and one of their 
main stud houses. Robert told me they were still very lucky, as other col- 
lections and homes in the area had been wiped out. In this issue, Robert 
gives us some tips on growing vandaceous orchids. He is also the Co- 
Chairman for the upcoming 19th World Orchid Conference, to be held at 
Miami Beach, Florida in February-March 2008. For further information, or 
to be put on their mailing lists, please email: WOC19@aol.com 

Eric Christenson has provided another article for this issue. This one 
relates to the “yellow” form of Ascocentrum curvifolium, which is quite a 
rare colour variant that has only recently re-entered cultivation. 

There are a lot of warm-growing orchids covered in this issue. Perry 
Larsson discusses a rare intergeneric hybrid that just keeps flowering and 
Peter O’Byrne talks about a newly described tropical Dendrobium species. 
Regular contributor Jim Cootes showcases some of the variation found 
with Phalaenopsis equestris, whilst I provide some notes on a newly 
described Bulbophyllum species from Sulawesi. 

It is sad to report the recent passing of Ron Tunstall, who was only in his 
early 50s. Ron had a deep interest in Australian orchids and natural history. 
He spent many years in the Illawarra district before moving to Wauchope 
on the mid-north coast of NSW about five years ago. He was most happy 
when spending time bushwalking, often with friends such as John Riley, 
and Ron had discovered quite a few new species to science and also 
recorded numerous range extensions as well. He did a lot for work behind 
the scenes, for David Jones and Mark Clements (from the National 
Herbarium in Canberra) and had the greenhood orchid — Pterostylis tun- 
stallii (now Bunochilus tunstallii) named after him. Ron will be missed in 
Australian orchid circles. 

Due to space limitations, we have held over the reports on the Orchids 
Expo 2005 held in Hamilton, New Zealand, the Western Australian Orchid 
Conference plus a number of book reviews over for the next issue. Best 
wishes to all of our readers, advertisers and contributors for a safe and 
enjoyable festive season, and best wishes for 2006. | 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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Dendrobium lasianthera- habitat shot 


he Sepik Blue, Dendrobium lasianthera (or Durabaculum 
lasiantherum), is one of New Guinea’s most spectacular 
orchids. Despite its name, the Sepik Blue is actually not blue or 
anything like blue, but rather is a mix of rich mauves and reddish 
browns tinged with yellows and pinks. However, the name Sepik 
Blue has stuck, and is now part of the folklore surrounding this 
wonderful orchid. It is popular (if somewhat problematic) in cul- 
tivation in tropical climates, and the highly coloured, twisted 
flowers have been used in hybridisation to make some truly 
bizarre orchids. 
This colourful orchid has an equally colourful history, detailed 
in Andrée Millar’s book Orchids of Papua New Guinea (1999, 
pp. 62-63). The first collection from Papua New Guinea is cred- 
ited to the Australian coastwatcher, Captain Ned Blood, who, in 
1942 during World War Two, collected a plant from the Ymas 
Lakes in the Sepik River basin as he was retreating before the 
advancing Japanese invasion of New Guinea. The specimen 


Karawari Lodge 


found its way into botanical circles, and was subsequently named 
Dendrobium ostrinoglossum by Rev. H.M.R. Rupp in 1953. 
However, unknown to Rupp, the Sepik Blue had already been 
named D. lasianthera by J.J. Smith in 1932, from specimens col- 
lected in West Papua. Dendrobium lasianthera is widely but 
patchily distributed in lowland swamp forests in New Guinea, 
mainly in West Papua. In PNG it is most common in the Sepik 
River basin, but occurs sporadically further east towards Lae. 
Despite being collected in 1942, virtually nothing was know 
about this orchid and its habitat in PNG until 1969, when Andrée 
Millar, accompanied by two other giants in Australasian orchi- 
dology, Alick Dockrill and Len Lawler, made her way back to 
the Ymas Lakes to see and collect the Sepik Blue. 

We were planning a trip to PNG to photograph orchids in the 
wild. After reading Andrée’s account of seeing this superb 
species, we were keen to include the Sepik Basin in our itinerary, 
in the hope of seeing D. lasianthera. Trans Niugini Tours has a 


Dendrobium conanthum 


Above: Ymas Lakes 


lodge located in the splendid isolation of the Karawari River, rea- 
sonably close to the Ymas Lakes. Upon making inquiries we 
found that yes, it would be possible to visit the lakes, and have a 
good chance of finding this orchid. So, in April 2005, we found 
ourselves in a light aircraft, weaving among the mountain peaks 
following subalpine valleys through the highlands of PNG. 
Suddenly the mountains fell away, and there was the vast expanse 
of lush tropical green of the Sepik River basin stretching away 
into the haze, a huge area of dense lowland forest cut with a maze 
of large meandering rivers that provide the highways and life 
blood of the people living there. 

Stepping out of our aircraft at Karawari strip we were immedi- 
ately hit by the hot steamy conditions, in stark contrast to the pre- 
vious several days spent in the cool highlands. A short walk, boat 
and vehicle ride left us dripping with sweat, then we arrived at the 
superb Karawari Lodge to a welcoming cold drink and damp 
towel. Situated high on a ridge overlooking the Karawari River, 


Blyth’s Hornbill 


Inset: Sepik River from Karawari Lodge 


the lodge has a breathtaking view over the Sepik basin. It holds a 
wonderful collection of artefacts from the Sepik and other low- 
land areas of PNG, plus has ornately carved poles and beams in 
the style of traditional Sepik spirit houses. Karawari Lodge was 
to be our base for the next two days. 

The next morning we set off by boat up the Karawari River for 
Ymas Lakes, stopping at several villages along the way, meeting 
local villagers and learning about their traditional lifestyles, 
largely unchanged over hundreds of years. As we slowly cruised 
up river, young children were leaping off the bank and from trees 
into the flowing water and swimming towards us, completely at 
home in the river, real water babies. Finally, from the main river 
we took a narrow channel through thick swamp reeds, and then 
emerged onto the main lake. It was a truly stunning scene — not a 
breath of wind, the flat glassy water a perfect mirror reflecting the 
surrounding forest and distant mountains. The lakes are fringed 
in parts with small freshwater mangroves Nauclea species that 


Ymas Lakes from the Air 


provide a host for many orchids. We cruised the shallows of the 
lake margins and, with binoculars, started scanning the trees, and 
our guide Chris soon spotted the first flowering plant of D. 
lasianthera, quite high up. We quickly found several more, and 
finally, a flowering plant within touching distance. What a treat! 
Other orchids seen in flower in the area included Dendrobium 
(Durabaculum) conanthum, Dendrobium (Durabaculum) mirbe- 
lianum, Dendrobium (Ceraia) litorale, Dendrobium (Ceraia) 
macfarlanei, the white and green form of Dendrobium 
(Coelandria) smillieae, Luisia aff. teretifolia with a pale label- 
lum, Pholidota imbricata, Spathoglottis papuana and several 
Bulbophyllum species. 

Another real treat at Karawari was the bird life, especially the 
parrots, including brightly coloured Eclectus Parrots, Red- 
cheeked Parrots, Western Black-capped Lories and huge black 
Palm Cockatoos. On dusk, thousands of lories from across the 
Basin converged on a group of trees a few hundred meters from 
the lodge to roost, the sight and sound of this great mass of 
screeching birds flying in and settling down quite incredible. 
Another impressive bird is Blyth’s Hornbill, whose huge bill is 
sometimes worn as an adornment by the local tribes. The bird 
highlight was undoubtedly watching a male Twelve-wired Bird of 
Paradise going about his display trying to attract an obviously 
reluctant mate. 

That night, sitting on the veranda of Karawari Lodge, conden- 
sation beading and rolling down the chilled glass of beer, watch- 
ing the sun set over the forest, the increasing buzz of insects and 
the first fireflies appearing in the gathering darkness, we felt very 
privileged to have visited this special part of the world. For us, 
despite the temperature and humidity, the travelling was easy, 
with a hot shower, soft bed, cold drink and delicious meal being 
prepared by our excellent hosts, rounding off a superb day. We 


Dendrobium mirbelianum 


Luisia aff. teretifolia 


Spathoglottis papuana 
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Dendrobium litorale 
Dendrobium smillieae 
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had total admiration for the days when Andrée and her colleagues 
explored these steamy jungles, travelling by trawler and canoe, 
staying in villages and camping in the forest. 

It was a short, whirlwind trip to PNG, but we returned to 
Australia much the richer for the experience, with a better appre- 
ciation of the wonderful people and beautiful land that is Papua 
New Guinea, and of course its marvellous orchids. Papua New 
Guinea has received some bad press recently, and there are prob- 
lems in some areas and tensions between our Governments. 
However, visitors to the country are quite safe, provided the usual 
sensible precautions are taken when travelling anywhere else in 
the world. Trans Niugini Tours did a great job in organising our 
trip. The people we met throughout the country were terrific, and 
we were warmly welcomed everywhere we went. Our fondest 
memories are travelling through the forest with the local 
landowners looking for orchids and birds, our enthusiasm and 
delight with each new discovery matched by their laughter and 
smiles. Our thanks to the Australian Orchid Foundation, the 
Pacific Biological Foundation and Trans Niugini Tours for sup- 
porting this trip. | 

Gary & Judy Backhouse 
Greensborough, Victoria 
Email: outbackorchids@hotmail.com 


Above: Statue at Lodge 


Left: Karawari Lodge Bar 


Below: Ymas Lakes 
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Ascocenda Ken Kone ‘Confetti’ AM-AOS 


he objectives of good orchid culture 

are to promote robust, disease-free 
plants with high quality blooms. These 
goals are especially important for vanda- 
ceous orchids which produce quality 
flowers only from strong plants. 

The Vandaceous orchids. which we 
will discuss fall mainly into the genera of 
Vanda, Ascocentrum and their combina- 
tion Ascocenda (Vanda X Ascocentrum). 
For the purpose of culture, we may con- 
tinue to treat Euanthe sanderiana, the 
reclassified species from which most of 
our popular vandaceous hybrids origi- 
nated, within the genus Vanda. 

When considering the cultural require- 
ments of vandaceous plants, it is impor- 
tant to remember that all vandaceous 


by Robert F. Fuchs 


orchids are of monopodial growth habit. 
This type grows from the tip, or crown, 
of the plant. Lateral buds are present on 
the main stem and these may develop 
into plantlets when the plant has attained 
sufficient size and strength to support 
them. In accordance with the growth 
habit of the main stem, each plantlet will 
also continue to grow indefinitely from 
its tip. The inflorescences of vandaceous 
monopodial orchids are produced from 
the axils of the leaves which are arranged 
in two rows or ranks. The stem spaces 
between leaves are extremely variable in 
size, from less than an inch to several 
inches apart. 

Vandaceous orchids can be further cat- 
egorized by leaf shape into three groups 
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with somewhat different cultural needs. 
These are: strap-leaved, terete, and semi- 
terete. 

Strap-leaved plants have flat, leathery 
leaves. This category includes such 
Vanda species as coerulea, dearei, luzon- 
ica, merrillii, tricolor and sanderiana, as 
well as the ascocentrums. 

Terete orchids have tapering, pencil- 
shaped leaves which are circular in trans- 
verse cross-section. The most common 
species in this group are V. teres and V. 
hookeriana. These orchids are often 
placed within the genus Papilionanthe. 

Semi-teretes, as they are referred to 
here, are a hybrid combination with some 
terete species in the background. Their 
leaves are somewhat pencil-shaped and 
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Ascocenda Crownfox Golden Dawn 


‘Serendipity’ 
tapered but not always completely round 
in cross-section. 


Cultural Requirements 


Cultural requirements can be generally 
summarized in the five categories of tem- 
perature, water or humidity, light, air 
movement, and fertilizer. We will con- 
sider each category individually as it 
applies to vandaceous orchids: 
Temperature — Vandaceous orchids 
grow best under daytime conditions of 
18°C or higher (65°F or higher), but can 
withstand long spells of hot weather and 
short spells of cold. They will continue in 
active growth anytime of the year if 
given warm temperature and bright light. 
Night temperatures should not generally 
be lower than 12°C (55°F). We have seen 


Ascocenda Fuchs Sunglow ‘Starrlyn’ AM-AOS 
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Ascocenda Boris (Ascda. Thai Spots X V. 
Pranerm Ornete) 
some vandaceous plants withstand tem- 
peratures as low as 4°C (38°F) for 2-3 
hours with damage to root tips and 
flower buds, but not to the plant itself. It 
is most important to protect plants from 
air movement during brief periods of 
extreme cold. 
Light — The strap-leaved types can be 
grown indoors, in greenhouse condi- 
tions. With high humidity, maximum 
sunlight should be given with only 
enough shade to keep the temperature 
within the appropriate range. For our 
greenhouses in South Florida we use 
46% shade cloth covered with 6 mil plas- 
tic on the top and sides of greenhouses, 
producing about 50% shade. 

Terete vandas and their semi-terete 
hybrids are sun lovers. Not only will they 


Paravandrum Jose Luis Garcia 


Ascocenda Crownfox Yellow Sapphire 


flower year round in tropical areas, they 
are also floriferous in the subtropics. 
They can be grown in the full sun and are 
ideal for landscape use. 

Air Movement — In the greenhouse, 
under summer sun, vigorous air move- 
ment from a fan is important to keep leaf 
temperature down and avoid cell damage 
from heat. As mentioned previously, it is 
important to restrict air movement under 
colder temperatures. 

Water — A high daytime humidity is 
essential, especially on sunny days, and 
misting once or twice a day in bright 
weather will be helpful. On hot, sunny 
days around 80% humidity is appropri- 
ate. Water sparingly in winter, during 
long cloudy spells, or after repotting. In 
any season, avoid watering plants late in 


Vanda Betty Baderman 
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Vanda Bruce Danforth 


the afternoon. Vandaceous plants should 
be dry before nightfall. 

In addition to the natural ingredients of 
temperature, air and water, good culture 
of vandaceous orchids also requires 
some help from man-made supplies: con- 
tainers, potting media, insecticides, 
fungicides, and fertilizers. 

Fertilizing — Vandaceous orchids are 
heavy feeders. Once a week during the 
growing season, plants should be given a 
solution of a complete fertilizer. High- 
nitrogen fertilizers should not be used on 
vandaceous plants as they will inhibit 
flowering. All plants should be flushed 
thoroughly with plain water once a week 
to remove built-up salts. If using an auto- 
matic proportioner, plants may be fertil- 
ized as often as daily with a more dilate 


Vascostylis Prapawan ‘Tanzanite’ HCC-AOS 
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a. 
Vanda Gordon Dillon ‘Lea’ AM-AOS 


solution. Whatever feeding plan you fol- 
low, remember it is important to be faith- 
ful to the regimen you have established. 

At our nursery we use Peter’s® 20-20- 
20 (All Purpose)® fertilizer weekly dur- 
ing the growing season. Inside the green- 
house, under a controlled environment, 
the concentration we use is the standard 
recommended one of | teaspoon per gal- 
lon. During the winter, i.e. non-growing 
season, we apply the same proportions 
every two weeks rather than weekly. In 
addition, at every third feeding we sub- 
stitute Peter’s® 10-30-20 (Bloom 
Booster)®. This substitution applies to 
plants in all seasons of the year. Further, 
once a month we add 1/4 teaspoon of 
SUPERthrive®, a concentrated vitamin 
and hormone solution for plants, to each 


Vanda Laura Bush 
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Vanda sanderiana 


gallon of fertilizer solution. 

Potting — Vandaceous plants will grow 
very well in any porous medium if prop- 
erly aerated. Tree-fern chunks, coarse 
bark or charcoal are good choices. The 
roots should not be smothered by tight 
potting or soggy medium. Wooden bas- 
kets are preferred, but pots can be used if 
drainage is good. If potting in baskets, 
those made of teakwood are the best 
choice as they- will last the longest. If 
teakwood is not available, redwood is a 
good second choice, and cedar a third 
option. We use 3” teakwood baskets for 
the first two years after seedling size, 6” _ 
baskets for the next two years, and 8” 
baskets for mature plants. Plants should 
be suspended so that the aerial roots are 
free; otherwise, the roots attach them- 


selves to the bench or wall and are dam- 
aged when the plants are moved. 
Recently potted plants should be main- 
tained under slightly more shaded condi- 
tions until they are established. 

Because vandaceous plants have large 
aerial roots, they do not like to be dis- 
turbed by removal from their container. 
Therefore, we “elevate” plants from 
smaller to large baskets. This step-up 
procedure is accomplished by soaking 
the roots briefly in water until they 
become pliable. Roots are then worked 
through the slats in the larger basket as 
the old smaller basket and plant are 
placed intact in the larger basket. Never 
coil the roots around the old basket 
because vandaceous plants will feed bet- 
ter with an unrestricted root system. A 
few large pieces of charcoal can be added 
to hold the smaller basket securely 
within the larger, or wiring the smaller 
basket into the larger will accomplish the 
same result. This method minimizes 
shock to the plant and permits continued, 


Vanda Scott Thompson (V. Darre’s Golden 
Heritage X V. Fuchs Sunbeam) 


Vascostylis Crownfox Magic ‘Pink Pearl’ 


uninterrupted growth. Adding 
SUPERthrive® to the water used to soak 
the plant will further minimize its shock 
and seems to encourage faster growth of 
new roots. 

There are occasions, however, when 
disturbing the roots cannot be avoided, 
e.g. a rotten basket, or repotting of plants 
grown in pots. These plants should be 
soaked in water, removed as carefully as 
possible, and placed in a solution of vit- 
amins/hormones and fungicide, allowed 
to soak 5 minutes and then potted in a 
new basket. 

The best season for the potting or 
repotting of vandaceous plants is late 
spring to early summer, but these orchids 
may be repotted at almost anytime of the 
year. 

Since Vandaceous orchids grow 
rapidly with good light, water and regu- 
lar fertilizing, seedlings should be grown 
in 3” pots, using a mix of fine charcoal 
and tree-fern fibre, and loosely potted. 
Seedlings should be kept in slightly more 
shaded conditions than mature plants, 
but included in same water and fertilizer 
programs. Humidity and good air move- 
ment should be maintained. | 
(All plants grown by R.F. Orchids, photos 
by David P. Banks) 

Robert F. Fuchs 

R.F. Orchids, Inc. 

28100 SW 182 Ave. 

Homestead FL 33030-1804 USA 
E-mail: rforchids@aol.com 
Website: www.rforchids.com 
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The Yellow Ascocentrum curvifolium 


by Eric A. Christenson 


racking down names below the 
level of species is difficult 
because nearly every available index 
stops at the species category. And 
unlike the publication of new genera 
or species, subspecific names are 
often casually published in passing, 
especially in horticultural literature, 
rather than getting separate articles 
devoted to them. 

In recent times a yellow-flowered 
form of Ascocentrum curvifolium 
has entered horticulture and been 
fairly widely distributed. Most of the 
plants can be traced back to the clone 
‘R. F. Orchids’ which carries the 
duel awards of AM/AOS (Award of 
Merit) and CHM /AOS (Certificate 
of Horticultural Merit). As it turns 
out, this colour form has actually re- 
entered horticulture after a century 
of being lost. A striking variant of 
the typical orange-flowered species, 
recognition of this form requires a 
new combination. 

Ascocentrum curvifolium  f. 
luteum (B. S. Wms.) Christenson, 
comb. et stat. nov. 

Basionym: Saccolabium curvi- 
folium var. luteum B.S. Wms., Orch. 
Grow. Man., ed. 7:700. 1894. 

Synonym: Saccolabium  curvi- 
folium var. —_regnieri —-Cogn., 
Chronique Orchid. 166. 1898. 

I am unaware of any original 
material having been preserved of 
either variety but there is little ques- 
tion about the application of the 
names. Typical Ascocentrum curvi- 
folium was well known to growers 
and botanists of the day. Williams 
described his variety luteum as “a 
somewhat rare plant . . . the flowers, 
however, instead of being orange- 
scarlet, are clear yellow.” Similarly, 
Cogniaux described the flowers of 
variety regnieri as “d’un beau jaune 
foncé” (a beautiful dark yellow). 

Eric A. Christenson 

4503 21st Ave. 

West Bradenton, Florida 34209 
USA 

e-mail: orchideric@juno.com 


Ascocentrum curvifolium forma luteum 
(Grower: The Orchid Centre, Hawaii, 
Photo: David P. Banks) 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2005/January 2006 15 


Variation within 
Phalaenopsis equestris 


by Jim Cootes 


hilst travelling by road, throughout the provinces of the 

Philippines, one of the most commonly seen plants grow- 
ing in provincial gardens is Phalaenopsis equestris. The reason 
for this is that the plant is widely spread throughout the 
Philippines and is very easy to grow in the tropical lowlands. I 
have seen plants growing on the trunks of coconut palms, tied to 
the small branches of ornamental trees or growing in terra-cotta 
pots. Whenever this plant is seen it usually is in flower. 

What really struck me one day, whilst looking at pictures of 
Phalaenopsis species, from various sources, was the colour vari- 
ation in P. equestris — hence this article. A number of the colour 
forms have been recognised both botanically and horticulturally. 
In his recent monograph on the genus Phalaenopsis, Eric 
Christenson recognises the following colour forms: 
Phalaenopsis equestris var. rosea Valmayor and Tiu, is the vari- 
ety with evenly pink coloured sepals and petals and a purplish 
labellum. 

Phalaenopsis equestris fma. alba (Hort.) E.A. Christ., which is 
the albino form of the species. 

Phalaenopsis equestris fma. aurea (Hort.) E.A. Christ., has 
white sepals and petals, with a bright yellow labellum. 

The following form of this species was described by Olaf 
Gru in the German orchid magazine Die Orchidee in 2001. 

Phalaenopsis equestris fma. cyanochila O. Gruf, has white 
sepals and petals, with a bi-coloured labellum. The apical por- 
tion of the labellum is bluish in colour and the basal part is bright 
yellow. 

There are a number of other colour variations in this species 
but they do not merit recognition at any level other than horti- 
cultural. This species has a number of features that endears it to 
growers: 
¢ Generally the plants don’t get too big and are easily grown; 
¢ The upright inflorescence will produce many branches on a 

mature plant; 
* The flowers, though not big, are produced in good numbers and 


Phalaenopsis equestris ‘Brown Lip’ (photo David Titmuss) brown lip 


are quite showy. 

The main colour variation in this species is with the labellum. 
Labellum colours I have seen are pure white, bright yellow, 
brown, purple, pink, red and shades in between. Variation also 
occurs in the colour of the sepals and petals. The majority of 
clones have white or pink floral segments, but there are also 
splash-petalled clones occasionally seen. There are also peloric 
forms (a peloric form is where the petals take on the shape and 
colour of the labellum) but these are not frequently seen. 

Phalaenopsis equestris is recorded from throughout the 
Philippines and has also been found in southern Taiwan. It grows 
as an epiphyte at elevations from sea level to about 300 metres. 


Phalaenopsis equestris (photo Jim Cootes) 
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Phalaenopsis equestris (photo Jim Cootes) 
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Phalaenopsis equestris (photo Ron Parsons) 


Phalaenopsis equestris var. rosea (photo Ron Parsons) 


a 


Phalaenopsis equestris forma alba (photo David Banks) Phalaenopsis equestris forma aurea (photo Gary Yong Gee) 
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Phalaenopsis equestris (photo Ed deVogel) 


Cultivation: 


This species is very easy to grow and I have grown plants in 
both pots and on mounts in the Sydney region. There is one 
important thing for the successful cultivation of this plant in the 
cooler southern states of Australia — it needs a winter minimum 
of 15 degrees Celsius at night. Otherwise its leaves will get large 
black marks and soon drop off. The plants grown in plastic pots 
are in a mix of treated pine bark (70%), granite pebbles (20%) 
and large pieces of perlite (10%). The plants can be cultivated on 
mounts of tree fern fibre or natural cork. Mounted plants need to 
have sphagnum moss placed over the roots to maintain moisture 
until they are well established. They are kept under 80% shade 
in the summer and 50% shade in the winter. There is an electric 
fan running 24 hours a day to keep the air circulating and the 
humidity is kept as high as possible. Plants are fertilised with 


Phalaenopsis equestris (photo David Banks) 


both organic and inorganic fertilisers at half the manufacturer’s 
recommendation. 

For people in the tropical north of Australia this is an ideal 
plant for the bush-house. In the southern states, it is also a good 
grower; just keep the temperature up to it during those cold win- 
ter nights. 

A worthwhile addition to any orchid collection and some of 
the colour forms are very spectacular. 


Acknowledgements: 

Sincere thanks to Olaf Gruf for the use of his picture of 
Phalaenopsis equestris fma. cyanochila. David P. Banks, Gary 
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(The Netherlands) also provided either slides or digital images to 
illustrate this article. 


References: 

Christenson E.A. (2001). Phalaenopsis — A Monograph 
Timber Press, Portland, Oregon 

Cootes J. (2001). The Orchids of the Philippines Times 
Editions, Singapore 

GruB O.(2001). Phalaenopsis equestris forma cyanochila, 
eine neue Farbform Die Orchidee 52 (6): 749 


Phalaenopsis equestris (photo Ed deVogel) 


18 


Phalaenopsis equestris (photo David Titmuss) 
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Phalaenopsis equestris forma alba (photo Jim Cootes) Phalaenopsis equestris — peloric form (photo Gary Yong Gee) 
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Coryanthes mastersiana x Stanhopea reichenbachiana 


Text & photos by Perry Larsson 


Coryanthes mastersiana x Stanhopea reichenbachiana 


arly December 2004 I purchased a 

plant marked Coryanthes master- 
siana x Stanhopea reichenbachiana at 
an orchid auction. The plant had two 
inflorescences on top of the media, and 
these grew quickly towards and over the 
rim of the basket and flowered late 
December with two flowers each. 

The flowers had a similar shape as 
Stanhopea reichenbachiana but with the 
colours of Coryanthes mastersiana. 
They had a very pleasant spicy fragrance 
that is released at different times during 
the day, similar to the way Gongora 
species release their scent. The flowers 
lasted three to four days, but since 
December last year the plant has kept 
flowering and to date there have been 52 
inflorescences most with two flowers 
but some with three. Two flowers 
opened on November 2, 2005 and I can- 
not see any more coming, so I assume 
this is it for the time being. 

The lip of the flower is slightly differ- 
ent to S. reichenbachiana, the upper part 
being not as rounded but has the same 
hump in the “chute”. The horns that are 
fused to the lip are longer and split from 
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the lip at the end. The plant produces 
nectar from extra-floral nectaries on new 
shoots and also on flower buds which 
dries to small white lumps. When I first 
noticed the lumps I suspected some kind 
of white scale, but was assured when 
checking Dr.G.Gerlach’s web site “The 
Genus Coryanthes”. There both text and 
photos show that extra-floral nectaries 
are common in Coryanthes. I have 
noticed some nectar on other Stanhopea 
and also on the bracts of Gongora 
species, but not to same extent as on this 
plant. 

At the same auction I also purchased 
another Coryhopea marked Stanhopea 
florida x Coryanthes superba that flow- 
ered in January 2005, but the inflores- 
cence came out through bottom of the 
basket like a typical Stanhopea. There 
were two flowers with similar colouring 
as S. florida but with different shape and 
form. I have so far not been able to find 
any reference to “C. superba” anywhere. 

When the last two flowers on the S. 
reichenbachiana cross die off I will 
repot the plant in a larger basket as there 
are many new shoots and hope for the 
same good flowering in the future. | 
have also crossed the Coryhopea with a 
Stanhopea wardii var. aurea and sent a 
seed pod for flasking service and eagerly 
waiting for result. 

Perry Larsson 
Berkeley Vale, NSW 
Email: glarsson@bigpond.net.au 


Above: Stanhopea florida x Coryanthes superba 


Left: Coryanthes mastersiana x Stanhopea reichenbachiana 
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Some comments on 


Dendrobium sutiknoi 


(and on describing new Dendrobium Spatulata species) 


| arses this year I published a description 
of the new species Dendrobium sutiknoi 
in the German magazine Journal fiir den 
Orchideenfreund (Jahrgang 12, heft 2, 2nd 
quartal 2005). My first encounter with this 
species was in Kuala Lumpur during the 
World Orchid Conference in April 2002, 
when the Indonesian orchid enthusiast Mr 
Wirakusuma showed me a photograph of a 
plant that he thought was probably a new 
Dendrobium species. He was right; it was an 
undescribed species from section Spatulata, 
and I subsequently published it as D. suti- 
knoi. 

Since then various people have sent me 
photos of supposedly-undescribed 
Dendrobium species (mostly in section 
Spatulata), in the hope that I’Il describe and 
publish them. I have rejected every one of 
these kind offers, and I fully expect to reject 
many more over the next few years. What 
many people apparently fail to realise is that 
I do not describe species (new or otherwise) 
from photos alone; I require far more evi- 
dence that the species actually exists before I 
will do anything about it. The circumstances 
surrounding the discovery and eventual pub- 
lication of D. sutiknoi were unique, and are 
unlikely to be repeated soon. 

The problems fall into three overlapping 
categories; variation, hybridisation and 
provenance. 


Variation 

Most species in section Spatulata are vari- 
able in the wild; some of them (D. discolor 
springs to mind) exhibit an extreme amount 
of variation. This natural variation has not 
been fully documented, so there is a good 
chance are that any new “undescribed 
species” is nothing more than a variation on 
an existing species. 


Hybridisation 

Plants in Dendrobium section Spatulata 
hybridise readily, and the section has been 
used extensively in hybridisation programs 
for 80-90 years. Just about every conceivable 
hybrid form has been produced, so there is a 
high probability that any new “undescribed 
species” is nothing more than a hybrid. Any 
“undescribed species” in any widely- 
hybridised genus (including Dendrobium, 
Bulbophyllum, Aerides, _ Phalaenopsis, 
Vanda, etc) should be assumed to be an arti- 
ficial hybrid, unless it can be proven other- 
wise. 


Provenance 
When the possibility of hybridisation 
exists, it becomes essential to know that the 


Text and photos Peter O’Byrne 


plant actually exists in the wild, so prove- 
nance becomes the critical issue. Provenance 
means being able to state exactly where in the 
wild the specimen of the “undescribed 
species” came from. A tiny proportion of the 
photos I get sent could possibly be new 
species (as opposed to varieties or hybrids), 
so I enquire about their provenance. Almost 
without exception, they were found growing 
in a nursery, garden or orchid collection. It is 
impossible to exclude the possibility of a 
hybrid origin, leaving us with no option but 
to reject them as potential new species. 
Sometimes I get told “the nursery/previous 
owner swore that the plants were collected in 
this location”. I was recently sent photos of a 
green-flowered “undescribed species” that 
the owner swore was collected in the wild 
from a specific location in Malaysia.... it was 
a Catasetum hybrid! So much for swearing. 
If no-one has seen the thing in the wild, I have 
to assume it was created by a toothpick. Even 
if a plant is known to occur in the wild, it does 
not exclude a hybrid origin. In several parts 
of Indonesia and New Guinea hybrids have 
become naturalised and are further hybridis- 
ing with the indigenous species, creating a 
“hybrid front” that steadily radiates outwards 
from the initial point of release. 

Why was D. sutiknoi so unique that I 
decided to publish it? I quickly decided that 
it could not possibly be a variation on an 
existing species; no other Spatulata species is 
even close to it. Secondly, it could not possi- 
bly be a hybrid... the only other Dendrobium 
species with a similar midlobe are D. 
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tobaense and D. ayubii. Both are in the wrong 
section, both were discovered too recently to 
have become naturalised on distant islands, 
and (most importantly) in both species the 
“rat-tail midlobe” is a recessive character that 
is not passed on to hybrid offspring. So I 
checked the provenance thoroughly. The 
plants were of nursery origin (bad) but the 
nursery said they had collected the plant 
twice, once from Irian Jaya (Papua) and once 
from Morotai Island. This reduced the 
(already negligible) likelihood of the plant 
being a natural hybrid. However, I still was- 
n’t prepared to describe it without any kind of 
corroborating evidence, so I circulated copies 
of my photos and diagrams to people who I 
thought might have encountered it. Sure 
enough, someone (totally unconnected with 
the nurseries in Java) reported purchasing a 
flowering plant of this species from a villager 
in Irian Jaya in the early 1990’s, and trying to 
grow it at their home. The plant had died 
without flowering again. 

That was good enough for me ... I sent the 
manuscript off for publication. Since then 
some further evidence has turned up ... the 
green-flowered Morotai Island form of D. 
sutiknoi was selfed, and plants from the result- 
ing flasks were cultivated in Tretes (Java) and 
Singapore. The Singapore plants have just 
started flowering, and I’m happy to report that 
the flowers are identical to their parent. 

Peter O’Byrne 

United World College of S.E Asia, 
Singapore. 

email: oberonia@gmail.com 


Bulbophyllum novaciae 


| ea there are still instances 
where manuscript names are happily 
bandied about, but sometimes take some 
years to be formally described....or some- 
times they are beaten to the mark. 

US magazine adverts have promoted the 
name “Bulbophyllum onkostelidia” for a 
couple of years now, for a large-flowered 
species from Sulawesi (Celebes). However, 
this name has not been formally described, 
and has now been gazumped with the recent 
publication of Bulbophyllum novaciae 
J.J.Verm & P.O’Byrne. 

This taxon was first flagged as an uniden- 
tified species in a paper published in the 
Feb-March 2001 Issue of the Australian 
Orchid Review (66):1., being included in an 
article on large-flowered bulbophyllums by 
Jim Cootes. It was mutual friend Bill 
Williams’ plant, who subsequently gave 
Jim and me divisions of this choice orchid. 
Ironically, Bill purchased this orchid, as an 
unflowered plant, under the name of 
Bulbophyllum echinolabium. 

Anyhow, Jaap Vermeulen and Peter 
O’Byrme have recently described this species 
in the Malayan Orchid Review 
(Vol.37/2003), on pages 80-81 in their joint 
paper “A New, Large-Flowered 
Bulbophyllum in Sect. Intervallatae from 
Sulawesi”. There are two colour photographs 
supplemented with one of Jaap’s immaculate 
line drawings. The plant is named in honour 
of the daughter of the discoverer of the type 
specimen, Novac Devianti. A unique feature 
of this species is the upward-curved, hook- 
shaped stelidia on the column, which are 
unknown in any other member of the Section. 
Plant Description: 

Growth Habit: upright, sympodial. 
Rhizome: to 5 mm in diameter, bearing the 
pseudobulbs at intervals of up to 2 cm. 
Pseudobulbs: close together, ovoid, to 5 cm 
long by 1.8 cm in diameter; unifoliate. 
Petiole: to 6 cm long. Leaves: elliptic to 
obovate, to 21 cm long by 3.4 cm wide. 
Inflorescence: upright, to 47 cm tall, bear- 
ing up to 4 flowers. Flower colour: sepals 
and petals are gold to mustard-yellow, spot- 
ted with red. Labellum is dark red. Column 
is yellowish green with red spots near the 
base. Dorsal sepal: ovate-triangular, to 5.3 
cm long by 1 cm wide. Petals: ovate, to 3 cm 
long by 8 mm wide. Lateral sepals: ovate- 
triangular, to 7.2 cm long by 9 mm wide. 
Labellum: recurved near base; triangular in 
shape, to 2.3 cm long by 6 mm wide. 
Habitat and Distribution: 

This impressive species is from central 
Sulawesi (the Celebes) and grows in sec- 


from Sulawesi 


Text and photos by David P. Banks 


Bulbophyllum novaciae 


ondary vegetation, on limestone boulders, 
under shrubs, at elevations of between 
1,400 and 1,700 metres 


Cultivation: 

My plant is growing very happily in a pot 
of sphagnum moss in my heated glasshouse 
(winter minimum 12°C (55°F). When the 
plant gets a bit larger, I intend mounting it 
on a lump of soft treefern (Dicksonia 
antarctica) where it will be able to live 
undisturbed for years. It enjoys being kept 
moist, with ample air circulation. 
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So time to relabel your plant as 
Bulbophyllum novaciae, if you are lucky 
enough to have this impressive species in 
your collection. The name “Bulbophyllum 
onkostelidia” should be no longer used. 
Thanks to Jim Cootes for alerting me to this 
article and for providing the description of 
the plant, Bill Williams for the division in 
the first place, and the plant itself...for 


putting up another inflorescence! | 
David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 


Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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Victorian Country Orchid Clubs 
Challenge 2005 


nother very successful 

Victorian Country Orchid 
Clubs Challenge was hosted by the 
Cobden Orchid Club and congratu- 
lations and thanks must go to them 
on the work and effort they put into 
the running of this event. This year 
saw St. Arnaud & District Orchid 
Society Inc competing for the first 
time, and we extend a very warm 
welcome to them and hope they 
enjoy the fellowship and cama- 
raderie generated by the Country 
Orchid Clubs Challenge. The 
Challenge continues to get larger 
and more popular each year and 
once again saw an increase in qual- 
ity and quantity of plants exhibited, 
visitor numbers were also up, with 
several people staying in near-by 
towns and travelling to Cobden each 
day to enjoy the event. 

The 2006 Victorian Country 
Orchid Clubs Challenge will be held 
in Horsham and plans are well under 
way, accommodation is being 
booked already so if you plan on 
coming, please make your arrange- 
ments soon. 


Major Prizes of the 2005 Victorian 
Country Orchid Clubs Challenge were as 
follows: 


Champion plant by a Junior member 
Paphiopedilum insigne M Bergen 
(Horsham) 


Pre-eminent AOC Certificate: 
Cymbidium Morialta S Dunn (Horsham) 


Paphiopedilum venustum var. measuresianum HCC/OSCOV 


OSCOV Medallion (Best Display): 
St. Arnaud & District Orchid Society 


COSV Plaque (Outstanding Cymbidium): 
Cym. Pure Sarah ‘Gillian’ 
J & L Hately (Warrnambool) 


RHSV Trophy (Best Cultivated Orchid): 
Paphiopedilum Crossianum 
T & W Symes (Sunraysia) 


AOR 123 
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The following orchids were awarded at 
the challenge: 


Zygopetalum Blue Lake ‘Atlantis’ 
HCC/OSCOV. G & H Taylor 
(Warrnambool) 


Paphiopedilum venustum var. measure- 
sianum HCC/OSCOV. T& W Symes 
(Sunraysia) 


Cymbidium Ruby Valley ‘Emperor’ 
HCC/OSCOV T& W Symes (Sunraysia) 


Masdevallia coccinea var. harryana 
“‘Beenak’ HCC/OSCOV M & A 
Coverdale (Cobden) 


Masdevallia Pichincha ‘Capeview’ 
HCC/OSCOV G & H Taylor 
(Warrnambool) 


Esmeralda clarkei CBM/OSCOV 
M & B Mathews (Stawell) a 


Barbara Welsh, 

Stawell, 

Victoria 

Email: bnjwelsh@netconnect.com.au 


Notes on Intergenerics 


By Brian Milligan 


Bes orchid kingdom differs from other plant families in that many orchid gen- 
era are able to breed with other orchid genera to form what are known as inter- 
generic hybrids. Cattleya was one of the first orchid genera to be recognised as 
being capable of forming hybrids with other genera, in particular with Laelia, to 
give rise to the genus Laeliocattleya (abbreviated Lc. and first described by R.A. 
Rolfe in 1888). Hybrids with many other related genera, such as Sophronitis, 
Schomburgkia, Brassavola (Rhyncholaelia), Epidendrum, Leptotes, Diacrium, 
and Broughtonia) have since been made; collectively they are popularly described 
as the Cattleya Alliance. Common hybrids in this alliance include 
Sophrolaeliocattleya (abbreviated = Slc.), __—- Brassolaeliocattleya _(Blc.), 
Sophrocattleya (Sc.), Cattleytonia (Ctna.) and Potinara (Pot.). Occasionally 
exhibitors bench sophrolaelias in the Cattleya Alliance, but Sophrolaelia contains 
no Cattleya in its breeding, and therefore sophrolaelias should be judged in the 
class for Any Other Hybrid. 

The genus Zygopetalum is also capable of forming intergeneric hybrids with a 
number of related genera, such as Pabstia (formerly known as Colax), Promenaea, 
Neogardneria and Aganisia. These are often judged together under the umbrella 
of the Zygopetalum Alliance. Among the more common are Zygocolax (Zcx., 
Zygopetalum x Colax), Propetalum (Pptm., Promenaea x Zygopetalum), 
Zygoneria (Zga., Zygopetalum x Neogardneria) and Hamelwellsara (Hmwsa., 
Aganisia x Batemannia x Otostylis x Zygosepalum x Zygopetalum). 

The Masdevallia Alliance includes hybrids between Masdevallia, Dracula and 
related genera such as Porroglossum. Dracuvallia (Drvla., Dracula x 
Masdevallia) is the most common. 

Many other orchid genera are capable of forming intergeneric hybrids, although 
in some instances, probably because of genetic disparities, the seed is not particu- 
larly fertile, and only a few seedlings germinate. Where only a few plants result, 
they are sometimes mass produced for sale by subsequent tissue culture. Ray 
Clement (of Tinonee Orchid Nursery, NSW), in his recent article in the Australian 
Orchid Review, described a number of Australian intergeneric hybrids that he and 
others had mericloned for sale. The list included Sartylis Jannine Banks 
(Sarcochilus hartmannii x  Rhynchostylis gigantea), Sartylis Bravehart 
(Sarcochilus Fitzhart x Rhynchostylis gigantea), Sarconopsis Rita Anderson 
(Sarcochilus Lois x Phalaenopsis rosenstromii) and Porterara Blue Boy (Sartylis 
Blue Knob x Vanda coerulea). Strictly speaking, only the Sarconopsis is an 
Australian native hybrid, because both parents must be Australian natives for the 
hybrid between them to be judged as such. | 

Brian Milligan, 
North Balwyn, Victoria 
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PO Box 583 Bulimba 4171 

Phone 04 1219 2362 Fax 07 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 

eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


Best Performers of 2005 
Oncidium Alliance 


All Flowering Size Plants 
Chooge any 6 for $100 ... 
10 for $155... 15 for $225 
or all ZO for $280 
(All freight free ... in Australia) 


7696 Beallara Marfitch 'Unicorn Splendor' 
7556 Beallara Spidermann Teflon 2' 
7689 Colmanara Wildcat 'Lorene' AM AOS 
7682 Colmanara Wildcat 'Mutation' 
7707 Colmanara Wildcat 'Perfumed Lily’ 
8892 Degamoara Flying High 'Uno Numero' 
8858 Miltassia Zanzibar 'Desert Delight’ 
7209 Miltonia Bluntii x Odtna. Santos 
7572 Miltonidium Bartley Schwarz ‘Highland’ 
8893 Odontobrassia Ken Biven ‘Bobby Dazzler’ 
8851 Odontocidium Bittersweet ‘Medicine Man’ 
8848 Odontonia Lorraine's 14th. 'Okika Red' 
7998 Odontonia Lorraine's 14th. ‘Bouquet Beauty’ 
8862 Odcdm.Russiker Goldbalm 'Russian Sunrise’ 
8890 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Prolific' 
7692 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Fantasy' 
8863 Oncidium Sweet Sugar 'Flower Shower' 
7695 Oncidium Twinkle 'Pink Pride' 
8891 Wilsonara Golden Afternoon ‘Golly Gosh’ 
6948 Wilsonara Kolibri 'Florafest' 

All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 
& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year) 


Qur 2005/06 Summer Catalogue is Now Available 
ORCHIDACEOUS Books 


Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 


Flora’s 
Orchids 


RRP $74.95 


Our Price $49.95 inc ast 
+ $8.00 Post in Australia 
Catalogue available on request or visit our 
Web Site: www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


AOR 111 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 


Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$40 Australia 
$45 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$50 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 
Wwww.anos.org.au 
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ds Dennis and Dianne Diehm 
PO Box 1119, Griffith, 
NSW 2680 


Phone (02 6962 2007 
Fax (02) 6964 5959 
www.dendiorchids.com.au 


~ Phalaenopsis — Harlequin and Novelty 
Cattleya — Miniature and Mid Size 
Open by appointment only 
624 Overs Road, Griffith NSW 
Catalogue on request 


Cedarvale 
Orchids 


Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 


¢ Mail orders our specialty 
¢ Phone prior to visiting 
¢ Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 


Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


email: cedarvaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 


is 
[od 
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{ Sick of writing plant tags? 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


cet) aussie plant tags 
=~ 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 
9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic.3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 


Distance Education 


ORCHIDS 


= HORTICULTURE 
mu CUT FLOWERS 
= PROPAGATION = FERNS 
m@ PLANT BREEDING m@ ROSES 
m TISSUE CULTURE HERBS 

m HYDROPONICS @ BUSINESS 
m@ HOME VEGETABLE GROWING 

m PERMACULTURE LANDSCAPING 
@ DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING (ACA Accredited) 
m@ FREELANCE WRITING @ AROMATHERAP 


Inia INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED % 
WWW.dCS.edu.au PH: 07 5530 4855.0 


Australian Correspondence School Est. 1979 
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Wollemi Pines 


(and are they relative to orchids?) 


QO: October 23rd 2005 an auction was 
conducted in Rathbone Lodge in the 
Sydney Botanic Gardens and this auction 
did not present a single orchid for bidding 
but please read further. 

The auction was conducted by Sotheby’s 
and the items for sale to the highest bidders 
were 292 seedlings of a conifer, Wollemia 
nobilis, otherwise known as the world 
famous Wollemi Pine. One hundred lots 
were sold for a magnificent total of 
$1,590,162. 

One person acting as a purchasing agent 
for several different people purchased the 
first group of 15 seedlings ever sold for a 
cost of $149,000 while another batch of 20 
only managed to bring $23,700. This same 
agent eventually purchased 47 trees for the 
princely sum of $177, 500 and after GST 
was added he was required to write a 
cheque for almost $230,000. All of these 
trees were to remain in Australia with some 
going to private collections and others 
intended to grace Botanic Gardens across 
the country. The collection of 20 trees was 
destined for a famous avenue such as the 
Champs-Elysees in Paris. Other plants sold 
are expected to be used as features in large 
gardens and several were purchased to be 
used as donations to other Australian 
Botanic Gardens a hospital and one as 
memorial for a scientist who worked in 
determining the age of these rare plants. 

A general public release of the pines will 
take place in April 2006 where plants from 
three to seven years of age will be sold. 
While the auction attracted much higher 
than expected prices due to the exclusivity 
some plants were more advanced than oth- 
ers and the public release will see a similar 
range of sizes available. These will range 
from plants in 150mm — 430mm pots with 
heights from 40cm — 1.5mts. Prices will be 
announced in the near future and will be in 
line with but hopefully not as high as those 
paid at auction. 

Before I began writing this story I won- 
dered how these plants were able to be sold 
with the possibility of some of them going 
to exotic locations, so I searched the CITES 
data base only to find the species is not 
listed. If my search was incomplete I am 
sure someone will let me know but no 
member of the Araucariaceae family was 
mentioned on the CITES list of Australian 
plants. As the name indicates the CITES 
Treaty states it is concerned with the inter- 
national trade in endangered species. 

David Noble, a New South Wales 


National Parks officer originally discov- 
ered the Wollemi Pine in 1994, during one 
of his frequent canyoning expeditions 
through this vast area, which is a section of 
the Greater Blue Mountains area about 
200km west of Sydney. The trees were 
thought to be extinct as long as 150M years 
ago and less than 100 are believed to 
remain in situ and all plants sold were from 
cuttings taken from this population. 
Wollemia nobilis is a very tolerant species 
and can withstand temperatures from -5°C- 
+45°C. A percentage from the sale of each 
plant will be set aside to aid conservation 
initiatives for many other threatened 
species. 

While it is commendable the sale of 
these trees will aid other conservation mea- 
sures, I find myself asking about the rela- 
tivity of the pines to threatened orchids and 
could only manage to regurgitate a pet dis- 
like of mine. 

It is quite obvious the Wollemi Pines 
matter as they have a commercial horticul- 
tural value (read big dollars and publicity), 
whereas most threatened native orchid 
species are seen in a contrasting light. The 
difficulty with threatened epiphytic species 
is their lack of longevity, particularly as cut 
flowers. Terrestrial species face an even 
more difficult situation, as most are to 
varying degrees reliant upon a fungus for 
survival and seems the more threatened the 
species, the greater reliance on these fungi. 
As such they fall into the very difficult or 
impossible to grow category. 

It is because of these obvious difficul- 
ties, most authorities (the three levels of 
government and developers), see these 
plants as having little or no value as they 
are unable to turn them into a horticultural 
commercial reality. This, I feel sure would 
explain the unwilling attitude of these 
authorities to seriously consider the plight 
of our threatened native orchids when a 
new road, airport, sporting field or shop- 
ping centre is being considered. It’s amaz- 
ing how the dollar value of something rare 
and threatened can divert the focus from 
legislative requirements to consider it only 
as an obstruction to be overcome and not as 
an intrinsic part of the national psyche. 

Alan W Stephenson 

Nowra, NSW 

Conservation Officer — Australasian 
Native Orchid Society 

Conservation Director — Australian 
Orchid Council 

Email: astephenson@vtown.com.au 
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Has anyone seen Cattleya brasiliensis ? 


Guido J.Braem, in The Brazilian 
Bifoliate Cattleyas lists this taxon as 
follows; 

In 1891 Klinge received a plant 


labelled Cattleya bicolor from Leitz 
who was then travelling in. Brazil. 
When it flowered, Klinge recognised 
that it could not be identified as C. 


Australian Orchid Council 


Conference, 
Port Macquarie, New South Wales, July 2006 


Planning is well advanced for the next Australian Orchid Council Conference to be 
held at Port Macquarie in July 19th to 23rd 2006. 
The lecture programme is now finalised, with the following speakers and topics con- 
firmed: 
Brian Milligan (Victoria) 
Roy Tokunaga (Hawaii, USA) 
Roy Tokunaga (Hawaii, USA) 


Orchids for Beginners 
Colourful Compact Cattleyas 
Something Different, Something New 


Roy Neale (New Zealand) Cymbidiums for Everyone 
Ron Parsons (California, USA) Dendrobium Species 
Ron Parsons (California, USA) The Oncidium Alliance 


Rudolf Jenny (Switzerland) 
Rudolf Jenny (Switzerland) 
Gary Yong Gee (Queensland) 
Michael Harrison (NSW) 
Gary Backhouse (Victoria) 
Wal Rhodes (NSW) 

Roberto Agnes (Brazil) 


Stanhopeas and other Weird Orchids 
Catasetums and Related Genera 
Vandaceous Orchids 
Australian Epiphytic Orchid Species 
Wild Orchids of New Guinea 
Growing Slipper Orchids 
Introduction to Brazilian Orchids 
Roberto Agnes (Brazil) Cattleya Species and their Hybrids 
Graham Jackson (New Zealand) Judge’s Breakfast and After Dinner Speaker 

For more information, visit: www.members.optusnet.com.au/~aoc2006 

We are inviting selected nurseries so that we can cater for all aspects of orchid grow- 
ing and have had acceptances from many we have contacted. There will be something 
for everyone attending. 

As both promotion and fundraising for this conference, with UNSW Press we have 
released the Orchids of Australia Diary. John Riley’s magnificent drawings reproduced 
on over 50 pages in full colour. This is not just a diary but a book to be treasured. This 
is available from Tinonee Orchid Nursery and Orchidaceous Books at a cost of $30 each 
with a discounted rate (10%) for purchases of 10 or more. There are limited numbers 
available and we are expecting they will go quickly so get your order in. 

This is going to be a very special conference for New South Wales. The local Societies 
are looking forward to this event with great enthusiasm that will ensure its success. We 
hope to see all our orchid friends joining us next year. | 

Organising Chairman, Ken Siew Email: kenkhsiew@yahoo.com 


Dark Star Orelnicds 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


-Hans Schaible 
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PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 


bicolor. He published his description as 
C. brasiliensis in 1898. Although 
Klinge considered that this plant was 
probably a natural hybrid between C. 
bicolor and C. aclandiae, this position 
cannot be substantiated by experimen- 
tal crossing. All plants from selfing or 
outcrossing C. brasiliensis remain 
identical to the parent plants, indicating 
that the gene pool of this taxon is sta- 
bilised, and therefore it may be consid- 
ered a valid species. Because of the 
form and positioning of the petals, it 
appears to be closely related to C. 
bicolor. 

The pseudobulbs differ from those of 
C. bicolor, being extremely elongate, 
slender and stem like, 40-50cm high, 8- 
10mm diam., verses, generally 25- 
80cm high, sub-cylindric, broader near 
the top. They have 2 elongate, lanceo- 
late leaves, 16-20cm x 3.5-4cm. with 
sub-acute apices, verses 2 narrowly 
elliptical leaves, 10-20cm x 2.5-5cm 
with rounded apices. 

Flowers are uniformly deep red- 
brown to purple on which are superim- 
posed red spots, few or great in number. 
The distinctly trilobed labellum is light 
lavender, longitudinal grooves are yel- 
low, margins of the lip deep lavender, 
column white with some yellow and 
lavender on the inferior side. Flowers 
of C. bicolor have sepals and petals uni- 
formly bright copper-brown to green- 
brown, the labellum has a single lobe, 
bent ventrally 90 degrees away from the 
column, which is visible in the bud and 
acts as an easy identification. The label- 
lum has a white ground cover flushed 
deep orchid-lavender. 

The habitat is given as Esperito 
Santo, where C. bicolor and C. harriso- 
niana partly overlap, and between these 
species a natural hybrid, C. X wilsoni- 
ana Rchb. 1877, occurs, which is said 
to be identical to C. brasiliensis. Braem 
states that if this proves to be correct, 
the valid name would be C. wilsoniana. 

I once paid a Kings Ransom, to a 
Sydney nursery, for what I thought was 
this species, but it flowered as a very 
poor quality C. bicolor. I later discov- 
ered it had been listed in their cata- 
logue, under slightly differently 
spelling, as a variety of C. bicolor. Can 
anyone direct me to the genuine C. 
brasiliensis ? Oo 

Bruce Bennett 

24 Sunshine Drive, 

Cleveland, Qld 4163. 

Email: bcbennett@powerup.com.au 
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THIS & THAT 


Orchids Are Forever 


by Brian Milligan 


INE to the orchid scene are sometimes surprised at the relatively high 
cost of orchids. Having been accustomed to buying a punnet of petunia 
seedlings for $2 and then seeing their plants in flower a few months later, they are 
amazed to find that a small Australian native Dendrobium seedling may cost $5 
or more —a shock that’s compounded when they’re told that it probably won’t pro- 
duce its first flowers for another two or three years! What they fail to appreciate 
is that their Dendrobium seedling, if properly cared for, will live forever, whereas 
their petunias will be nothing but a memory in the compost heap within six 
months! 

Provided that pests and diseases are controlled as soon as they appear, and that 
the potting mix is renewed every few years, the orchid should continue to increase 
in size indefinitely. However, the plant will ultimately become so large as to be 
unmanageable unless divided. Especially in the case of awarded plants, it’s a wise 
precaution to keep two or three of the divisions as insurance in the unhappy event 
that a fungal or viral infection affects the original plant. 

There are examples of particular orchids that have been maintained in cultiva- 
tion for over a century, usually in the collections of long established family orchid 
nurseries. In these days of tissue culture, it’s impossible to say whether a particu- 
lar orchid (such as a Cymbidium or Cattleya, for instance) is a division of an orig- 
inal, antique orchid, or whether it’s a mericlone of that plant. 

Only in the case of paphiopedilums can one definitely say that a particular cul- 
tivar must be a division of the original plant, because it’s still impracticable to 
replicate slipper orchids by tissue culture. Thus, those rare plants of 
Paphiopedilum insigne ‘Maulei’ that are occasionally seen in Melbourne must be 
divisions of the plant first awarded by the Royal Horticultural Society in London 
in the 1880s. It’s difficult to say when a division of this awarded plant first reached 
Australia. Perhaps it arrived during World War 2, when English nurseries sent 
many of their prize orchids to Australia and USA to ensure their survival. These 
orchids may have been returned to their original owners when hostilities ceased, 
but I’m sure that a few divisions of the most highly prized plants were first 
removed! 

Most are gone today, but there are reports of many enormous specimen plants 
of species orchids being collected from the wild during the nineteenth century. It’s 
known that most species orchids grow much more slowly in the wild than in cul- 
tivation, and it was estimated at the time that the larger ones were hundreds of 
years old. On this basis, I don’t think it’s too much of an exaggeration to say that 
in many cases, “Orchids Are Forever!” | 

Brian Milligan, 
North Balwyn, Victoria 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


30mm 
perm per50mroll 
30% (v/light) GREEN $5.25 $245 
50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 
70% (medium) GREEN, BLACK $4.95 $235 
80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 
per 30m r 


oll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 


Aspley Orchid Society 


Summer! What’s happening in the orchid 
world? Aspley’s Summer Orchid Show of 
course! Our Summer Orchid Show will be 
held in the Auditorium of the Mount Coot- 
tha Botanic Gardens on the weekend of 
11th and 12th February 2006. Opening 
hours will be from 9.00am to 4.00pm. 

We will be celebrating 30 years as an 
orchid society and the feature of this show 
will be the increased value of the champi- 
onship prizes as well as some new prizes, eg 
Best Cattleya Alliance hybrid Exhibit, Best 
Oncidiae Hybrid Exhibit, etc. 

This is an open orchid show — open to 
members of all other orchid societies to 
bench their flowering orchids. The Novice 
section is restricted to Aspley Members. Set 
up will be from 2.00pm on Friday 10th 
February and must be completed by 
7.30pm. Presentation of prizes will be at 
3.45pm on Sunday. 

Displays by Peters Glen, Orchidaceous 
Books, nurseries and other societies will 
help fill the auditorium. Come and be part 
of the first show for 2006. Interstate visitors 
are particularly welcome and should intro- 
duce themselves at the door. | 

Jan Patterson 
07 3269 7537 


0 6 
Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 

SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 


Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 


Delivery Skyroad door to door. 


Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 
Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: kensmart@khorchids.com 


World Wide SPECIES 
ORCHIDS Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Burleigh Park Orchid 


Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 
4815. Ph/Fax 0747 740 008 


Lists by mail or email: 
ian@speciesorchids.com 
wwwspeciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $200.00 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


AOR 013 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 33560162 Country Orders Welcome. 
ALL CREDIT Ne WELCOME 
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The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to 
offer their readers popular Orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do Is select the book(s) required and fill in the 
details on the form provided. 


ORCHIDS 
Cultivation, Propagation 
and Varieties 

by David P. Banks 


“Orchids” is an irresistible volume for 
all orchid lovers that offers practical 
advise to ensure no more flowerless 
stalks, no more browned and brittle 
leaves and no more dead and dying 
plants. Indeed, “Orchids” offers rare 
insights and comprehensive advice 
on how to keep your orchids vibrant 
ly and beautifully healthy. 


As detailed as it is diverse, “Orchids” 
explains precisely what your chosen 
species, hybrids or variant needs in 
order to flourish at your fingertips. 
With techniques and tips from pro- 
fessional orchid growers and 
experts, each natural habitat can be 
reproduced in your home to accommodate your favourite bloom. Fascinating and 
richly descriptive chapters take you through the history of orchid discovery, their geo- 
graphical distribution and natural habitat, the awesome diversity of colour, shape and 
size, and all aspects of cultivation. A gloriously illustrated directory of species outlines 
the main characteristics of some 400 orchids. Illustrated with breathtaking images, 


“Orchids” is an excellent guide to CURDSCOUNTPRIE $.4.0.25, 


growing orchids successfully. 
215 x 280mm Soft cover. was $4395 RRP (nd. GT) "snsicnawons 


Cultivation, 
Propagation and 
Varieties 


224pp. Colour throughout. 


MORE 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the 
same format and style as the previous 
book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler 
climates. This volume covers a further 314 
orchid species and hybrids with 344 
colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly 
newcomers who wish to see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could grow. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


20, room ORDKOUNTINE $425.2, 


Sb et 


COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid 
grower and photographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool 
growing orchid genera, which are easy to culti- 
vate in New Zealand and southern Australia. 
Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed 
adaptable and will grow in a range of climates. 
Andy Easton has written the foreword. Ross has 
devoted the first few pages of the book to cul- 
tural hints, which are down to earth and give 
practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming seo- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 
This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 
Sohceron nm"? URDISCOUNTPRICE $u25 30, 
Softcover. VUNVIWWUNTT AINE QA © (ina.cst) 
FE ic ag STE OLN 


THE WORLD 


OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people 
for their time and effort. 


The world of 
Orchids .. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of cul- 
ture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, as. 


sc ind teeny ender QR DICOUNTPRIC $.9.50, 


80 pages, colour and B&W. —_ was $1490 RRP (Inc. GST) USPS a HN 


INTRODUCING 


CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 

cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under shade- 
house conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, as 
well as the experienced growers of other 
orchid genera, may be encouraged to 
introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their | 


ae ONDE 6.9. 


24 pages, B&W. 
was $7415 RRP (Ind. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) PUSS NO HONG 


GROWING ORCHIDS 


IN YOUR GARDEN 
by Robert Friend 


Just about wherever you live in the world, 
you can grow orchids in your garden. In 
this exciting book, Robert Friend shows 
gardeners how to introduce orchids into 
the garden by attaching them to trees, fix- 
j ing them to rocks and walls, or planting 
them directly into garden beds. 


| Growing rcHige 
IN YOUR GARDEN 


He has traveled the world from Florida to 
f 7) the cool forests of North America, to the 
4 tropics of the Pacific Rim and to his origins 
in Australasia, searching for new ideas 
and new ways to cultivate these striking 
plants. 


The author details more than 500 orchid choices for every garden situation and sup- 
plies prochealc cultivation ee in thorough charts and tables. 


sonesepey donee OUR DCOUNTPRIE Sy. 3.25, 


offers an array of dramatic ane for 
was 949195 RRP (Inc, GST) PissucHO CG 


every reader. 


220 pages in colour. 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring limit- 
ed space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its histo- 
ry, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultivation 
and hybrids, along with a drawing showing 
the main parts of the plant and flower, plus 
a colour plate providing an easy means of 
identification. 


WALTER T. UPTON 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 


being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- - 


ing and cultural information for the home grower. 
This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very a and 


facia OURDICOUNTPRIE S,3.3,75, 


119 pages, colour and B&W. wa was $39.55 RRP (Incl. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) NISHOSUEEAO HONS 


GROWING 


PHALAENOPSIS 
AT HOME 
James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference 
for any person who grows, or is intending to 
grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are | 
named and the implications of growing seed- 
lings, illustrate some of the more difficult 

ideas for the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully 
the topics under discussion and the orchid 
names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by i s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 
ject more easily understoo: 


56 pages, colour as B&W. 


OURDISCOUNT PRICES, 12.80, 


was $1375 RP (Id 657) RRP (Incl. GST) NSPS AO 


WHAT ORCHID IS 


| THAT? 
| Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for cen- 
turies it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As the 
brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these 
extraordinary flowers continue to produce a 
shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
| gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 
The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 

The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or OURDSCOUNTPRIES,45 


just looking, this is the ultimate guide OUR DISCOUNT PRICE 
to orchids. 


304 pages, colour. ‘was $5495 RRP (ind. GST) RRP (Indl. GST) Mensano 


Subscribe now to the | 


Australian 
Orchid Review 


Australia’s premier orchid 
magazine covering all genera 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form opposite 
_ and post in now together with your payment. 


Australian 


Recommended Our Plus 
- postage Retail Price Discount Poste Total Number of Grand 
Item & Title Zone Price & Handling Price Copies $ 


1. Orchids — Cultivation, 
Propagation and Varieties 


= A$43.95 A$40.95+ A$12.00 =A$52.95 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$39.70 


e 
M al 1 O Yr d @ FT 2. More Flowering Orchids A$25.30+ A$5.00 =A$30,30 
oe! Fa ema Throughout the Year (Incl. GST) = US$22.75 
bookshop 4g ow Flowering Orchids A$25.30+ A$5.00 =A$30.30 
Throughout the Year (Incl. GST) = US$22.75 


EME §— 4 The World of Orchids —2 


= A$11.90 A$9.50+ A$3.00 =A$12.50 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$9.35 
= A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$7.20 
= A$49.95 A$43.95+ A$9.00 =A$52.95 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$39.70 
= A$54.95 A$45.95+ A$14.40 =A$60.35 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$45.25 


Postage Zones 5. Introducing Cattleyas 


—< 


A Australia, New Zealand 
and Oceania 


(Quoted A$ Dollars) 
R_ Rest of World 


6. Growing Orchids in Your Garden 


7. What Orchid Is That? 


8. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia = A$39.55 A$33.75+ A$5.00 =A$38.75 
CL) Please indicate ¥ 9. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home = A$13.75 A$12.80+ A$3.00 =A$15.80 
Hthietiets gift (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$11.85 
TOTAL ORDER $ 
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(Prop. David P. Banks) 
Summer Open Day 
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Postal — PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 
Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8381 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 
Internet - www.valleyorchids.com.au 
Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 
Lots of new release plants and older favourites available now — 
flowering size to flasks — and at sensible prices. Mail order service available. 
@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 
gam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 
Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies. 
also attending: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids & Miriam Ann Orchids 
‘Spring Open Day 8th October 2006, plus hosting Easy Orchids Open Day 3rd December 2006 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
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Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


@ Current supplier to Valley Orchids, 
Adelaide Orchids and many other 
nurseries and hobbyists. Overseas 
orders welcomed. We_ respond 
promptly. 

@ We don’t just sell media; we use the 
media we make and provide sound 
advice. Thirty three+ years on-going 
laboratory experience. 


@ All media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and _ replate 
requirements of common and un- 
usual genera including terrestrials. 


@ Our media produce rapid germina- 
tion, well balanced plants and good 
root growth. 


@ When ordering please advise re: 
Orchid genus, Replate or sowing. 
Solid or liquid Cloning. 

Per Litre prices (including GST):— 

1 to 14 litres $7.70/L 
15 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.30/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 55c/L 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3ml tubes for 
stem propagation of Phalaenopsis and 
other genera. $8.80 per pack including 
P&P and GST. 

Price includes packing and postage, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia for orders of four or more litres 
of medium. 

Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine treat- 
ment available. 

Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Sarcochilus & Dendrobium flasks 
Cymbidium clones & seedlings - flasks 
Australian Cymbidium crosses - flasks 
Contact us for second hand Autoclaves 
and Laminar Flow Cabinets. 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 
E-Mail western@arcom.com.au 
Bankcard + Mastercard ° Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 


‘Robertson 


Orchids 


Selections from our 
SUMMER LISTING 


CA485 Bic. Dal’s Thunder (Goldenzelle ‘High 
Noon’ x Mt Isa ‘Jean”) Large golden exhibi- 
tion yellows with red lips. NFS 115mm pots 
$16.50 ea. 


CA517M Bic. Sangyang Ruby ‘Chi Mei’ 
New exhibition red clone. Tubes $8.00 


P1527M Phal. Shang Lin’s Spotted Peoker 
‘Red Star’ Shiny spotted red clone. 100mm 
Leaf Span. $12.50 ea. 


Phal. 20 Phal. mariae x sib. Floriferous Phal. 
species with heavy red markings/barring over a 
white background. Tubes $10.00 


P1525M Dips. |-Hsin Sun Beauty New yellow 
clone with good shape and colour. 100mm Leaf 
Span. $12.50 ea. 


JR471 Paph. Lady Isabel ‘Worth the Wait’ 
AM/AOC x roebelinii ‘OZ’ Long petalled multi- 
flora similar to Mt Toro. Tubes $13.00 


Phone or e-mail for your listing 


262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, Qid 4559 


Ph: 07 5442 1913 Fax: 07 5442 2406 


Email — robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
Web site — robertsonorchids.com.au 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 


Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 
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Open 7 days a week 


P&R 


ORCHIDS 


We're just off the Highway 
halfway between Brisbane 
and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway 
Overpass. 


We are only 4km on the right at the 
corner of Phillip Charley Drive 
and the Oxley Highway. 


KKK 


We stock a wide range of 
orchid species and hybrids. 


Lycaste, Dendrobium, 
Oncidium and Catts. 


The latest Paphiopedilium 
breeding from around the 
world is always on sale. 


Some rarely available 
Paph. species will soon 
be released. 


Send us your wish list as 
many plants not listed are 
available in small numbers. 
KIRK 


For your FREE LISTS, write, 
phone, email or just drop in 
and see for yourself. 


Open 8am to 4pm. 


We are closed Sundays and 
Public Holidays. 


KI 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


e-mail prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE 
NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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CULTURAL NOTES , 


Australian Natives 


There are many natives that bloom dur- 
ing the summer months. Including 
Sarcochilus ceciliae, Dendrobium mono- 
phyllum, Phaius species, Calanthe tripli- 
cata and our native cymbidiums. There 
will also be some Dendrobium hybrids 
with tropical parentage in bloom. 

The ongoing challenge of providing 
enough water to keep our orchids growing 
and healthy remains. Light rain barely 
wets the soil and any good downpours 
seem to be followed by strong, drying 
winds. This means the challenge of stor- 
ing water is now a long term issue. The 
variety of water tanks continues to 
increase. 

Make the most of water by watering in 
the evening. This is a great time of day to 
get out in the cool after the sun sets and 
have a good look at your collection — 
unless you live in an area with lots of 
mozzies. Under bench foliage plants will 
help to maintain humidity levels through- 
out the day and will also help to create a 
healthy microclimate for orchids. If you 
are hand-watering change the order in 
which you water your plants so if you get 
tired or run out of time at the end the same 
ones don’t keep missing out. 

Look at your growing environment. See 
if you can stop some of the moisture-steal- 
ing winds by using solid coverings or sim- 
ply trees and shrubs growing thick and 
high, but take care not to completely block 
all air movement or you will end up with 
a greenhouse that the cooler growing 
natives won’t appreciate, or problems 
with fungal infections. 

Repotting can continue over the sum- 
mer, particularly if you didn’t get it all 
done earlier. I had quite a few natives with 
mature growths by October. I wonder if 
I’ll get a second crop before summer is out 
or do they know something unpleasant is 
coming? Evaluate your media. Does it dry 
out too quickly and need some water 
retaining material added? Take note about 
the usual warning about making a radical 
media change and applying it to the whole 
of your collection at once. There have 
been disasters where new media doesn’t 
suit the growing conditions or water qual- 
ity and many natives have been lost. 

Keep the fertiliser dilute. You don’t 
want salt build-up if you don’t have the 
water to flush out the pots. If you are hand 
watering it would be very tempting to add 
fertiliser every time. Don’t be tempted! 

Keep things tidy around the plants. 
Remove weed from pots as they steal 
valuable water as well as turn the media to 
mush. 

There will be pests ready to munch lush 
green new shoots. The usual slugs and 
snails and new growth munching caterpil- 


lars come out after dark. Ants nest in the 
top of growths of large dendrobiums such 
as D. speciosum, there will often be scale 
as well. I use a small amount of vegetable 
oil mixed with pure soap on them. It is 
also effective for upsetting aphids which 
collect on new growths. Aphids can be 
removed by gently running fingers along 
the growth and squashing them. An envi- 
ronmentally friendly method of control 
and you can use gloves if you don’t like 
the mess. Dendrobium beetle is an insidi- 
ous pest found in many drier areas. The 
black and orange adults lay eggs that look 
like foam at the base of the pseudobulbs. 
The larvae are fat caterpillars that eat out 
the centre of the pseudobulb. Their pres- 
ence is often undetected until it is way too 
late. They particularly like the large 
growths of D. speciosum. Controlling this 
pest need potent systemic insecticides or, 
if you don’t have many beetles, you could 
try catching and squashing adults by 
putting your hand or something under 
them before knocking them off the 
growth. If you notice a hole created by the 
caterpillar, insert a piece of wire or per- 
form some light surgery to expose it then 
remove it. | 


Cattleyas 


Cattleyas are now in full growth. Some 
in flower, others in bud and others, think- 
ing about it! Many growers are now pot- 
ting on, dividing and generally getting 
plants ready for the summer growing sea- 
son. 

Give plants plenty of fresh air, that is 
good clean air with plenty of movement. 
Hang if possible in shade house. Watch 
sun burn. (use ENV Y®). Water when nec- 
essary. Watch water restrictions. Look for 
scale — use ECO OIL®. Fertilise weekly 
with MAJOR CARP®. You can alternate 
with Alan’s MERRI- FERT. | 


Cymbidiums 

By now all cymbidium growers should 
be madly repotting. This is indeed a busy 
time for all of us. Don’t forget to break off 
all flower racemes. Remember, if you 
leave them on you could get a bad flower- 
ing next year. Once they are broken off, 
plants seem to jump ahead. 

Well what should we be doing now! Get 
rid of all weeds in pots and under benches. 
Once you have cleaned up your weeds 
many growers apply RONSTAR® around 
the top of the pot. Do not sprinkle the 
granules in amongst the bulbs. Read 
directions very carefully. Don’t over do 
the rate on label. Spray under benches 
with your favourite herbicide such as 
BIO-ACTIVE ROUNDUP®. This formu- 
lation will not kill your frog and lizard 
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population. 

Check under leaves for signs of two 
spotted mites. If present, spray your plants 
with ECO OIL®. This is environmentally 
friendly. In fact it is a good idea to mix 
some MANCOZEB or ECO-CARB® 
with the oil. If you have a black spot prob- 
lem, a new product has hit the market 
called ECO CARB®. This is a contact 
fungicide containing food grade 
Potassium Bicarbonate. This has been 
specially formulated to make it biologi- 
cally active against fungal diseases. So far 
this product has shown remarkable results 
when used on roses. Let us hope that the 
use on orchids will be forthcoming. As of 
now it is only registered for use on roses. 

The rate is 3 to 4 grams in 1 litre of 
water for Roses. ( Very important! You 
must mix 2mls of SYNERTROL HORTI- 
OIL® with the Eco-Carb®). 

After the festive season you can top 
dress with ORGANIC LIFE® pellets. A 
light dusting over the top of the pots with 
super fine lime. This helps to keep the 
media sweet! Many growers like to top 
dress with a 5 to 6 month controlled 
release fertiliser. A weekly spray with 
PETERS EXCELL HI “K” fertiliser or if 
you haven’t tried it-yet — Alan’s “MERRI- 
FERT”. 

During the summer period, if possible, 
water the plants just on dusk. This helps to 
encourage next seasons flowering. 

If you supper bulb or root rot a monthly 
drench with AGRIFOS-600 may help. 

Do you want prize winning blooms, 
then try the following:- 

Apply the following every two to three 
weeks: 

AMINOGRO @ 5ml — per litre of water 

Plus ACADIAN @ lgm 

Plus ECO-OIL @ 2.5ml 

More about this concoction in a later 
edition of our favourite orchid magazine 
(A.O.R). 


Question of the month 

What is the difference between the fol- 
lowing cymbidiums. 

Cym. Melita Fair “Krista”, Cym. 
Kalang x Baltic x (Joan of Arc x Arcadian 
Melody) “Krista” and Cym. Pastel Dawn 
Xx Melita Fair “Krista”. Answer next 
month! a 


Paphiopedilum 

Any outstanding repotting should be 
attended to early during this period as 
paphs. really do not like very hot weather 
and there is no sense in adding the stress 
of repotting to the stress caused by heat. 

The early part of this period is the time 
to attend to shading. Look for areas ‘of 
clear glass and spots where the sun shines 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


through open vents. The best conditions 
are really obtained when extra shade is 
added during summer and _ largely 
removed during winter. If you follow this 
practice the shade should be in place by 
now. If, however, you just add a bit extra 
shade during summer this is the time to do 
it. Overlong leaves which tend to hang 
over the side of the pot are a sign of too 
much summer shade; short, upright, yel- 
lowish leaves indicate too little. 

Regular watering and fertilising is the 
routine for this period of the year. Don’t 
overdo it, even when the weather is hot. If 
the plants don’t need water, and you feel 
you must do something, simply give them 
a misting with a fog nozzle. It is a good 
idea to get to know the weight of a pot 
when wet and when dry; this way you 
won’t keep the plant too wet. The experi- 
enced grower can tell by the look of the 
plants when he needs to water — the leaves 
droop ever so slightly. Another good trick 
is to run your hand over the top of the 
leaves; when they are turgid they rustle — 
when they need water they don’t. 

During very hot weather it is good prac- 
tice to water during the evening. This 
helps the night temperature; it also allows 
the plant to take up and retain water so that 
itis better prepared for the heat of the next 
day. 

If you strike a plant which is droopy and 
dehydrated, even though the mixture is 
obviously moist, the odds are that it has no 
roots. maybe it has been kept too wet. In 
any case it should be repotted into fresh 
mixture, no matter what the season. 
Repotting is usually sufficient but if you 
feel there is a major problem, a swim in 
Fongarid for twenty minutes or so (the 
plant, that is) will do no harm. 

Keep an eye out for mealy bug and treat 
it early if you find it, as it can spread like 
wildfire. The only other problem you may 
strike is a fungal infection which appears 
in hot, humid weather and seems to affect 
only green-flowered paphs. This appears 
as small brown spots which quickly turn 
to holes through the leaves. The effect is 
almost as though somebody has fired a 
shotgun — from some distance — at the 
plant. This does little harm but it is 
unsightly. It is easily cleared up with Ciba 
Geiav Rose spray. | 


Phalaenopsis 


During the summer period everyone 
who grows Phalaenopsis will be enjoying 
those beautiful blooms. As we all know 
they now come in all colours and combi- 
nations of colours, stripes, spots, blotches 
etc but oh! How I like those long racemes 
with twenty odd large white flowers! 

Well what should we be doing? Watch 
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shading of our growing house. If you have 
two much light you get burnt leaves — yel- 
lowish, and short racemes. The light 
should be of sufficient strength to just 
form a light shadow. This should be 
around 900 to 1,000 foot candles. Next 
comes humidity. During the day you can 
try and keep the to around humidity 
around 70%. Because night temperature 
usually drops the humidity should drop 
50%. During hot weather damping down 
of the floor helps to keep the humidity up. 
Water plants when starting to dry. In the 
Sydney area this usually is around every 
third to fifth day. If you keep the humidity 
up, you will have to water less often! 

During summer pests can become a 
problem. Broad mite and Mealy bug are 
the main source of problems A good spray 
program using ECO OIL should help to 
get rid of these pests. Remember, be care- 
ful when using oils as they can abort buds 
and mark blooms. Watch for bacterial 
spot, crown rot, and pseudomonas. These 
diseases can be controlled by the use of 
HYSAN®. Phalaenopsis leaves can also 
contract the fungus disease Gloeosperum 
affine (anthracnose). The use of MAN- 
COZEB can usually control this fungal 
disease. 

Fertilising is very important this time of 
the year. You can use PETERS GEN- 
ERAL PURPOSE or Alan’s MERRI- 
FERT. Apply at half rate every three or 
four days or full strength weekly. If plants 
are not in spike and are over grown, you 
may repot if the weather is cool (not 30 
degrees plus). | 


Vandaceous 


Potting:— Potting of small plants can be 
done at any time. Top any large plants 
which have become leggy, leaving at least 
three roots on the top. If possible some 
leaves should be left on the old stem to 
encourage kikie growth. 
Watering:— Water daily. Keep root sys- 
tem moist with additional misting if nec- 
essary. 
Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
need 50 to 70% shade. Other vandas 30%. 
Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating 
over a four weekly period. 
Wk.J.—Inorganic high _ nitrogen 
(Campbells B, Aqua feed or 
Aquasol). 
Wk.2.— Wuxall Foliar. 
Wk.3.— As for Wk.1. 
Wk.4.—Organic (Fish Emulsion or 
Nitrosol). 
Pest Control:— Fungicide every six 
weeks with Daconil, Mancozeb, Ridomil 
MZ WP, or Wettable Sulphur. 
Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum 
to control scale and insects. | 


THIS & THAT 


Hills District Orchids 
Summer Open Day — 
26th February 2006 


t won’t be long before the first of the 
imajor orchid events of 2006 is with us. 
The Hills District Orchids Summer Open 
Day will be held on Sunday 26th February 
2006. Also attending on the day will be 
Tinonee Orchid Nursery (Ray Clement — 
02 6553-1012), Macquarie Native Orchids 
(Mike Harrison — 02 4576-3290) and 
Miriam Ann Orchids (Alan Merriman — 02 
4739-5141) for all your fertilizers and 
orchid related chemicals. Alan also con- 
ducts monthly growing classes at his 
Glenbrook nursery and produces free 
monthly growing notes via email; more 
details send a request to  miran- 
norchids@pnc.com.au 
The Open Day is held at Hills District 
Orchids, 183 Windsor Road Northmead 
2152 (next to “The Home Team’”’). Starts at 
9am, going until 4pm. Please park in Mary 
Street or Windermere Avenue. Light 
refreshments available on the day. Stay for 
the lunchtime sausage sizzle! | 
Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


Sydney International 
Orchid Fair: 31st March 
& 1st, 2nd April 2006 


his most popular event will again be 
held at the Harvey Lowe Pavilion, 
Castle Hill Showground, on the corner of 
Showground and Carrington Roads, 
Castle Hill. It will be a little earlier this 
year, being held from Friday 31st March to 
Sunday 2nd April 2006. 9am — Spm Friday 
and Saturday, 9am — 3pm on Sunday. 
Expected vendors for 2006 include. 
Aranbeem Orchids, Aussie Plant Tags, 
Dark Star Orchids, David Keanelly 
Orchids, Easy Orchids, Fong Ping 
Orchids, _ Hills District Orchids, 
Horticultural Solutions, Iris Haven, 
Johnston’s Orchids, Macquarie Native 
Orchids, Melanquin Gardens 
(Bromeliads), Miriam Ann Orchids, 
Nicky’s Slippers, Orchid Oasis, Orchid 
Pot Company, Orchid Species Plus, 
Orchidaceous Books, P & R Orchids, 
Robertson’s Orchids, Rosella Orchids, 
Schaeffer’s Orchids, Tinonee Orchid 
Nursery, Wirra Willa Orchids and 
Carnivorous Plants. 
For more details visit 
www.orchidfair.com.au Oo 
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Editor’s Report 


his issue features reports in words 

and pictures on two of this year’s 
major Cymbidium shows — the National 
Cymbidium Show hosted by the 
Cymbidium Club of South Australia, and 
the Cymbidium Orchid Festival staged in 
Ararat by the Cymbidium Orchid Society 
of Victoria. Shows such as these are 
exciting events that bring together many 
of the best Cymbidium growers in the 
country, and the latest and best cym- 
bidiums. Of course the lead up to such 
events involves months of hard work and 
preparation, much of it unnoticed and 
unsung, but essential to the success of 
such events. Likewise, the support of the 
many sponsors who make possible the 
prize money, fund the overheads, and pro- 
vide the financial security to make staging 
these shows possible deserves our recog- 
nition and thanks as without this financial 
security it would be much harder for the 
state clubs to undertake these events. 

For those readers who were unable to 
attend these shows, the reports in the 
following pages will hopefully give a 
taste of the quality seen in the displays 
and flowers featured. 

Australian Cymbidium Society 
President, Peter Moore, and _ the 
Cymbidium Club of South Australia, 
introduce the latest recipient of the ACS 
Award of Recognition and outline this 
the eighth honoree’s contributions and 
the reasons for his being recognised. 
Consideration for this award is dependent 
upon a considerable level of contribution 
over an extended period involving 
hybridisation, promotion, service, Or 
support of cymbidiums or Cymbidium 


Editors 


Cymbidiums Australia 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


organisations, or a combination of some 
or all of those categories. Some recipients 
may be household names _ within 
Cymbidium circles while others perhaps 
may be more quiet achievers, but all in 
their way have made a significant contri- 
bution to cymbidiums in their home state 
and/or within Australia. 

To many of us Dean Roesler’s personal 
and eclectic reviews of some of the most 
interesting new cymbidiums seen each 
season were articles to be anticipated and 
enjoyed. Under the headings ‘Eye-catch- 
ing Cymbidiums’ or “Seen Any Good 
Orchids Lately?’ Dean would often 
feature cymbidiums that may or may not 
have caught the judges eyes at major 
shows, but certainly caught his, and Rob 
and Noe Smith who share similarly broad 
tastes in cymbidiums are continuing the 
tradition with annual features in the same 
vein. 

Grant Cole brings us a brief look at an 
orchid show from the United States of 
America, the 25th annual ‘Fascination of 
Orchids’ show and sale held in California. 
Grant’s regular contributions give us a 
welcome look at the Cymbidium scene on 
the other side of the world. 

Noe Smith gives us some thoughts and 
ideas on building a Cymbidium collection, 
with particular emphasis on helping those 
who might just be starting out on their 
journey, or those who are more experi- 
enced growers looking to update their 
collections. 

Have a great Christmas and New Year 
and best wishes to all for the coming year. 

Good growing... a 

Rob and Noe Smith 
Editors 


Noe Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Email: 
rob.and.noe@internode.on.net 


Rob Smith 


HOW TO JOIN A 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB 


IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC, 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC, 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Dierdre Oliver, 

35 Albert Road, Middle Swan, WA 6056 
Phone: (08) 9274 2308 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 043 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Peter Sunderland, 
Phone: (03) 5998 2535 
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rom Friday the 26th to Sunday the 

28th of August the Cymbidium Club 
of South Australia staged the 2005 
National Cymbidium Show at the West 
Adelaide Bearcats Basketball Stadium in 
Port Adelaide, South Australia, supported 
by the naming rights sponsor Fleurijn 


Grand Champion of Show and Champion Large Flower Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’ — Kimberley Orchids. 


Text by Rob Smith and Alec Car 


Orchids-Holland, and the City of Port 
Adelaide Enfield. 

While the National Cymbidium Show is 
presented by the Australian Cymbidium 
Society, each show is staged and hosted by 
one of the member state clubs and in 2005 
it was the CCSA’s turn. 


— 


The West Adelaide Bearcats Basketball 
Club Stadium at 50 St Vincent Street, Port 
Adelaide, provided a spacious venue with 
a floor area large enough to accommodate 
three basketball courts. The CCSA’s show 
floor plan allowed for two blocks of dis- 
plays with each block allowing displays on 
either side, separated by two metre high 
dividers. Each display area was thus pro- 
vided with a solid backdrop that gave an 
ideal surface for exhibitors’ creative ideas. 

Work on preparing the venue began on 
the evening of Thursday the 25th with a 
strong turn out of CCSA members to set up 
judging areas, assemble dividers and mark 
out display sites. By around 11pm every- 
thing was in readiness for the influx of 
exhibitors and plants at 8am the following 
morning. By 10am on Friday the hall was 
a hive of activity and the judging area a riot 
of colour filling the floor area of one bas- 
ketball court at the rear of the hall. Shortly 
after 1lam the judges were assembled 
under the guidance of the 2005 National 
Cymbidium Show Registrar, Kevin 
Butler, and CCSA Registrar, Alec Canala. 
After some direction and a brief review of 
the ACS judging values the serious busi- 
ness of show judging began with over 20 
judges from South Australia, New South 
Wales, Western Australia and Victoria 
divided into panels of three or four. 

The end result of over three hours of 
concentrated work was the winners high- 
lighted in this report. 

Grand Champion of Show and 
Champion Large Flower, beautifully 
grown by Kimberley Orchids, was Cym. 
Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’ which has won on the 
show bench and received a quality award 
for its owners in the past and, once more, 
demonstrated its quality is this year’s show. 

Champion Small Standard was a well 
grown multi-spiked plant of Cym. Beau 
Guest ‘Glen’ exhibited by Sims Orchids. 

Champion Intermediate was Andy 
Tran’s specimen-sized plant of Cym. 
Tango ‘Velvet Sheen’. Like the previous 
two class champions, this orchid was also 
beautifully grown and presented. 

Champion Miniature was won by 
Cym. Autumn Elf ‘Libby’ shown by Tom 
Burian Orchids. 

Champion Specimen went to another 
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plant exhibited by Andy Tran, Cym. 
Kimberley Valley ‘Templestowe’, a qual- 
ity large flower from a very successful 
crossing. 

A very important feature of the ACS 
National Cymbidium Show is the emphasis 
placed on the recognition of seedlings, the 
future of Cymbidium development and all 
four Cymbidium size classes are included 
in the champion classes for seedlings. 

Champion Large Flower Seedling 
was a quality intense yellow shown by 
David Wain, Cym. (Conqueso x Lunakira). 
Champion Small Standard Seedling, 
also from David Wain, was Cym. 
(Cronulla x Red Valley). Champion 
Intermediate Seedling was Malcolm and 
Gay Hall’s striking splash petal Cym. 
(Lunata x Willunga Royal). Champion 
Miniature Seedling was Cym. Night 
Flight ‘Ashley’ owned by Adrian Addison 
and Janelle Jarmyn. 

The John Mata Trophy for Best 
Display by a State Club was won by the 
Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
with their theme display “Cymbidiums — 
Take a Closer Look”. 

A tasteful Chinese theme won the ACS 
Trophy for Most Innovative Display for 
the Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western 
Australia. 

A unique feature of national Cymbidium 
shows is the Leon & Wim Van Rijn 
Award, a class specifically created and 
judged by Leon, that is separate from nor- 
mal show judging and is aimed solely at 
identifying cut flower type large flower 
cymbidiums. Leon and Wim provide extra 
funds beyond their naming rights sponsor- 
ship for this special class and offer the 
prize winners the option of discussing a 
commercial arrangement for use of plants 
for cut flower production if the owners are 
interested. Any commercial arrangements 
are discussed after judging and play no 
part in the decision on which plants may 
win in this category. First Prize went to 
Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘No. 18’ shown by 
Kimberley Orchids, Second Prize went to 
Cym. Hypno Beauty ‘No. 8’ shown by 
David Keanelly Orchids, and Third Prize 
went to Cym. (Tracey Reddaway x Valley 
Zenith) shown by Sims Orchids. 

All exhibitors can be justifiably proud 


of the overall quality of the displays and 
individual cymbidiums shown at this 
year’s national show. Some exciting new 
breeding lines were present along with 
many beautifully grown and presented 
well known ones. The range and types and 
variety of flowers shown among the cut 
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ium Show at Port Adelaide 


ala— photography by Rob Smith 


stems were also highlights of the show. 
The Champion Display, won by Ezi- 
Gro Orchids, while being visually stun- 
ning and boasting a very well executed 
theme (see the last issue of Australian 
Orchid Review), was also made up 
entirely of cut stems covering an amazing 


Champion Small Standard Cym. Beau Guest ‘Glen’ — Sims Orchids. 
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Above: John Mata Trophy winning display — 
COSV. 


Left: Champion Specimen Cym. Kimberley 
Valley ‘Templestowe’ — Andy Tran. 


variety of flower types, colours, and sizes, 
including many new grexes of novelty 
types. 

The 2005 National Cymbidium Show 
certainly fulfilled its promise by bringing 
together many of the nation’s best growers 
and the largest display of quality cymbidi- 
ums probably seen anywhere at one time. 
Those who worked so hard to prepare for 
this event and ensure its successful staging 
deserve our thanks and congratulations. 

As with other national shows, the 
Saturday evening was the occasion for the 
show dinner and presentations to the major 
winners and some 200 people attended 
what was a most enjoyable night as the 
CCSA secured the services of a comedian 
to provide pre-dinner entertainment and he 
set the mood for what was to follow. 
Although he had been given a very tough 
gig, Brian Noble from Victoria was pre- 
vailed upon to give the dinner guests one 
of his fabulous Irish routines and was fol- 
lowed by the CCSA’s own Malcolm 
Osborn, who is also no slouch in the com- 
edy stakes, and who settled into the role of 
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the evening’s Master of Ceremonies after 
a couple rib-ticklers. Tribute was paid to 
the show organisers and behind-the-scenes 
workers before paying special tribute to 
the club’s special guest, Mary Roesler, for 
her quiet work and support that made all of 
Dean’s achievements possible. Malcolm 
also talked about the early days of the 
CCSA magazine and some of the crazy 
things that happened to Dean, Mary, John 
and Yvonne Longbottom, and himself 
while producing it, then moved on to 
Dean’s dream of establishing a national 
full-colour Cymbidium magazine that was 
finally made possible with the help of the 
ACS, and Barry Badger and Ron 
Hoolahan of Graphic World —_ the 
Australian Orchid Review publishers. He 
also mentioned the seamless transition fol- 
lowing Dean’s passing, made possible by 
the development of the editorial team with 
Noe and Rob Smith which secured the 
future of Cymbidiums Australia when 
Dean’s failing health made it impossible 
for him to continue alone. 

During the rest of the evening presenta- 
tions were made to the champion class 
winners, as well as several ACS awards by 
ACS Awards Registrar, Helen Stretch. 
Leon Van Rijn presented his own special 
class prizes as he does at the national show 
dinner each year, and ACS President, Peter 
Moore, spoke on the 2005 ACS Award of 
Recognition recipient’s contributions to 
cymbidiums and his achievements. Peter 
didn’t announce who the recipient was and 
it took several minutes for the penny to 
drop by the person involved (Note: Peter’s 
speech and the recipient’s identity appear 
in this issue). It was an innovative 
approach by Peter who must have been 
nervous performing his first official public 
function since becoming ACS President. 
Well done Peter! 

All that remains is to thank the CCSA 
once again for a great show, to thank our 
sponsors Fleurijn Orchids-Holland, the 
City of Port Adelaide Enfield, Van Schaiks 
BIO-GRO, to thank all other loyal spon- 
sors who are there year after year, and to 
say that the ACS and the Cymbidium 
Orchid Society of Victoria hope to see you 
all next year in early September when the 
national show will be held at Ararat. Plan 
to join us for what is undoubtedly the 
biggest single general orchid show in the 
world. 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Alec Canala 
117 Smart Road 
Modbury, South Australia 5092 


Champion Cut Stem Cym. Flaming Vulcan — David Wain. 


Leon & Wim Van Rijn Award First Prize Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘No. 18’ 
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ACS Award for Most Innovative Display by a State Club - COCWA. 


Malcolm and Gay Hall's Cym. Charmy Green ‘Tori’ — a fine new pure c 


a 
, 
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~ Honour for Norm Shipway 


Wi Jell known Sydney intermediate and miniature Cymbidium grower Norm 
Shipway was recently appointed to the position of Patron of Parramatta & 
District Orchid Society, replacing the late Betty Pauley. Norm and wife Val have 
been members at PDOS since the early 1960’s will Norm still on Committee 
after 40 continuous years of service! Norm has grown many types of orchids 
over the years, with cymbids being his favourite. He doesn’t let his plants get 
too large, as he prefers to keep them in a standard pot size for easier use in dis- 
plays. The photograph shows a small section of his plants in flower last oe 
David P. Banks 

President: Parramatta & District Orchid Society 

Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


CYMBIDIUM 
yo ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
DAVID 


the showbench or enthusiast 
Steeiine Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 
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How Your 

COMPUTER 

CAN HELP 
YOUR 


WINDOWSILL 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 


need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
www.dos.org — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000.members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33467 
Telephone 561-404-2000 
Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 
Web site www.aos.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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The 2005 Cymbidium 


Text and photogri 


taged by the Cymbidium Orchid 

Society of Victoria in partnership with 
major sponsor Ararat Rural City, the 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival proved to be a 
significant event. While the majority of 
exhibitors were Victorian-based, it was a 
pleasure to welcome back several good 
friends and regular exhibitors from South 
Australia and New South Wales. 

With 18 separate stands the main hall of 
the Ararat Performing Arts Centre was a 
riot of colour that included some of the 
best cymbidiums in Australia on show 
among the creative and well executed 
artistic displays that are always such a 
major feature of this show. Also, the pro- 
motion and recognition of seedling cym- 
bidiums resulting from new avenues of 


aS 


hybridising within the genus has long been 
an important aim of COSV and the sched- 
ule reflects this by offering champion cat- 
egories for seedlings in all four size classes 
giving all growers an ideal opportunity to 
see the potential of many new breeding 
lines. 


Champions across all classes were: 
Large Flower Type Cym. Julie Hawkes 
‘Southern Belle’ — Kimberley Orchids. 
Small Standard Type Cym. Sim’s Vision 
‘Barcelona’ — M Bray. 

Intermediate Type Cym. Ruby Valley 
“Cherry Pie’ — J&A Leamon. 

Miniature Type Cym. Red Promise ‘Red 
Rose’ — Kimberley Orchids. 


lng LEAMON 
HE 


fe 


4G 
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Specimen Large Flower Cym. Kurralta 
Park “Tennyson’ — M Bray. 

Specimen Small Standard Cym. Red 
Nelly ‘No. 3’ — D Keanelly. 
Specimen Intermediate Cym. 
Valley ‘Wilma’ — T Symes. 
Specimen Miniature Cym. Red Promise 
“Red Rose’ — Kimberley Orchids. 
Novelty Cym. Pepper’s Fire ‘Fiesta’ — P 
Grech. 

Cut Stem Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’ 
—I Takacs. 

Large Flower Seedling Cym. (Khan 
Flame x Yowie Rose) — T Poulton. 

Small Standard Seedling Cym. (Khan 
Flame x Spring Surf) — I Takacs. 
Intermediate Seedling Cym. (Bewitched 


Ruby 
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rchid Festival at Ararat 


phy by Rob Smith 


Baker x Via Del Playa) - B&E Kimberley. 
Miniature Seedling Cym Sarah Jean “No. 
2’ (remake) — Paradisia Orchids. 


The display class gold sash winners 
were: 

Large Artistic/Theme Display — J&A 
Leamon. 

Large Display — D Wain. 

Medium Artistic/Theme Display — C&D 
Allen. 


Right: Cym. (Khan Flame x Yowie Rose), a great result from 
a Bryants Orchids crossing with good smooth red/purple 
colouring won Champion Large Flower Seedling and gained 
an HCC/COSV for Terry Poulton. 


Left: 


Another classy well-structured combination of props, 
theme, and quality plants by Jan and Andy Leamon and 
winner of the gold sash in the Large Display incorporat- 


ing a Theme/Artistic section. 


Below: ; 
Moss Bray’s Cym. Sim's Vision ‘Barcelona’ won Champion Small 

Standard and is a good quality productive plant that always attracts 
attention when shown. 


Medium Display — I Takacs. 

Small Artistic/Theme Display — J&B 
Walsh, W&T Symes and B&E Kimberley. 
Small Display — S Champers. 


As in previous years, COSV extends 
their thanks and appreciation to Ararat 
Rural City for their generous financial 
support, provision of the show venue, 
assistance with set up preparations from 
their Parks & Gardens staff members, and 
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clerical services during the show. The part- 
nership between Ararat Rural City and 
COSV has spanned a decade and, as well 
as being mutually beneficial to both par- 
ties, has also led to many firm friendships 
during that time. With the city’s commit- 
ment to sponsor the 2006 National 
Cymbidium Show at this same venue, the 
relationship is set to continue into the 
future. | 

Rob Smith 
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Above: Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Southern Belle’ won Champion Large Flower 
and received an AM/COSV for grower and hybridiser Kimberley Orchids. 


Below: Imre Takacs benched this classic show bench large flower type, 
Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’. Despite having been a top green for 
around 15 years when well grown, as this example was, it is still a poten- 
tial show winner. 


Left: Cym. (Bewitched Baker x Via Del Playa) won Champion Intermediate 
Seedling for owners B&E Kimberley. This class is sponsored by CCSA and 
has been named the Memorial Dean Roesler Trophy in memory of Dean 
and his interest in intermediate Cymbidium breeding and, at the time of 
judging, the judges were unaware that this beautiful flower was the result 
of Dean’s own hybridising — a fitting result in the inaugural year of this 
memorial class in his name. 
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Right: Paradisia Orchids displayed this nice 
example from a remake of Cym. Sarah Jean. 
Their variety ‘No. 2’, while only a tiny plant of a 
couple of green bulbs carried three spikes (one 
open) and shows potential for the future. 


Below: David Wain won the gold sash in the 
Large Display section with his well structured 
display of quality cymbidiums, many of them 
seedlings. 
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New releases of seedlings and mericlones available from the 
nursery as well as divisions of exclusive flowering seedlings. We 
flower thousands of new seedlings every year, including minis 
and cascaders, and we will divide many of these on the spot 
for customers. 


We will have divisions of some of our recent show winning cymbid- 
iums available as well as our latest seedlings and mericlones. 


New 2005 lists will be sent to all customers visiting the nursery last 
year, and enthusiasts who have previously written in for lists. if you 
have not received this list by the end of April please let us know. For 
interstate and country customers we are now doing mail orders. : 


Starting this year we will have available to nursery visitors, flower- 
ing plants of showbench Cattleyas, Zygopetalums, Softcanes, Phals, 
Paphs and Odont Intergenerics. For mail order we have many of the 
latest Phalaenopsis mericlones as well as showbench cattleya 
alliance and phalaenopsis seedlings. 


Try Bill's super fertiliser mix and our specially developed super 
* cymbidium potting mix. Discount pots and hanging basket frames 
available all year eg 8 inch pots 10 for $5. 


Friday all year 9-5 Saturday 9 — 1 until end of October only. 
Closed December 20, 2005 to January 31, 2006 

Beginners especially welcome with free potting demonstrations and 
diagnostic plant clinic every Saturday at 11am. One free cymbidium 
mericlone to each beginner or novice grower with limit of one per 
household. : 


Nursery located in Sydney 15 minutes north of Castle Hill at 
30 Mansfield Rd, Galston NSW 2159. Tel 02 9653 1784 
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Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


<ga Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
ny Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 


ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 
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Left: J&B Welsh, T&W Symes and B&E 
Kimberely staged the gold sash winning Small 
Theme/Artistic Display featuring two champion 
cymbidiums among a small but well grown 
group of plants. 


Right: Andy and Jan Leamon won Champion 
Intermediate with their Cym. Ruby Valley 
‘Cherry Pie’, yet another fine example from this 
crossing which has provided some of the best 
red intermediates flowered in recent years. 


Below: Gold sash winning display for Imre 
Takacs in the Small Display section. 
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Kye-catching Orchids 


in 2005 


Text by Noe Smith — photography by Rob Smith . 


he regular annual articles that Dean 

Roesler presented under the titles 
“Eye-catching Orchids” or “Seen Any 
Good Orchids Lately?” always provided a 
welcome and popular alternative view of 
the cymbidiums seen at our major shows, 
and Dean’s often eclectic tastes obviously 
struck a chord with many growers to 
whom there is more to this wonderful and 
diverse genera than just show bench 
flower form. While Dean appreciated a 
good show bench type as much as the next 
person, he was also drawn to other flower 
shapes, colours and sizes and seemed to 
notice flowers many of us might have 
missed. Many will remember Dean spend- 
ing hour after hour walking around shows 
and painstakingly videoing or photograph- 
ing what seemed like every flower in the 
hall. 

Like many of you, and like Dean, Rob 
and I have equally varied tastes in cym- 
bidiums and have decided to carry on 
Dean’s idea and search out those particular 
flowers each season which catch our eye. 
Some of them won ribbons or champion 
sashes, while others did not — but all of 
them had a particular appeal and all of 
them either had, or promised, floriferous- 
ness relative to the size of the plant carry- 
ing them. 

Cym. (Lunata x Willunga Royal), 
exhibited by Malcolm and Gay Hall in the 
CCSA display at the National Cymbidium 
Show in Adelaide, was a shapely and strik- 
ingly splashed intermediate type that 
caught Rob’s eye and obviously those of 
the judges of its section as well. The Hall’s 
won Champion Intermediate Seedling and 
two class prizes with this little beauty, 


which showed real promise on a small 
plant. 

Cym. Choc Valley ‘Green Valley’ was 
shown by Tom Burian Orchids. Although 
not an overly large flower, this one stood 
out from the crowd for its clarity and inten- 
sity of colour. There are few colour com- 
binations better than a good green with a 
white labellum marked in red. This 
Cymbidium impressed me with its bright- 
ness of green petals and sepals and the 
purity of its white labellum. It may never 
win a grand champion sash but it’s a most 
desirable flower in my eyes. 

Cym. Red Nelly ‘Purple Satin’ from 
the Valley Orchids stable has a lot going 
for it in our opinion. While the lighting in 
the hall and flash photography don’t do 
any favours for this orchid’s intense pur- 
ple/red colour, we think it’s one of the 
most impressive reds we’ve seen lately 
(Rob even bought a clone from Graham 
Morris during the show, something we 
rarely do these days with so many of our 
own seedlings growing on). The plant is 
just about everything one could want in a 
small standard type — reasonably compact 
in growth, floriferous and with good 
length spikes, good flower counts, and 
good flower shape to go with its lovely, 
smooth, intense colour. 

Cym. (Hazel Faye x Paul Robeson) 
“Tee Pee’ featured in Terry Poulton’s dis- 
play at the Cymbidium Festival at Ararat. 
Flower count was good, as was spike 
habit, on a young plant. The colour and 
flower form stood out and the broad red- 
banded labellum highlighted the flower 
nicely. Orange-toned cymbidiums are 
becoming much more common these days 


PHONE: 041 239 1989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


Nursery open weekends 
(other times by appointment only) 
* * * LOTS OF NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE * * * 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at: Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn, S.A. 5255 


Phone: 041 239 1989 


and many such as this one are showing 
sophisticated form and intense colour. 
Cym. (Lois Kelly x Allumination) 
shown by Kimberley Orchids is just one of 
a number of seedlings from this cross seen 
at shows this season. Flower size is quite 
large given that Cym. Lois Kelly produced 
flowers that today are described as small 
standards. This chartreuse colouring has 
become quite common in recent years, and 
is a colour which can be quite striking and 
attractive in our view. With the right other 
parents, Cym. Allumination is proving to 
be a useful stud for large flower types. 
Cym. Touch My Thumb ‘Miss Green’ 
is a charming miniature from Ken 
Purcell’s collection. Compact in growth, 
floriferous and with high flower counts per 
inflorescence, along with its pretty flowers 
make this a desirable little orchid. Made 
from the crossing of Cym. (Touchstone x 
Tom Thumb) this hybrid has produced 
some nice results. Ken received an ACS 
award two seasons ago with another from 
the same cross which carried amber 
coloured flowers with striking solid red 
labellums, although we think this green- 
based flower has its own special charm. 
Cym. Eminent ‘Aranen Towers’, from 
the crossing of Cym. Brunette and Cym. 
Deep Sleep, is a small intermediate flower 
carried in good numbers on tall upright 
spikes which don’t need training or stak- 
ing. The plant is compact and vigorous and 
always attracts attention when shown, usu- 
ally bringing request for divisions. David 
and Carolin Allen exhibited this plant at 
the Ararat Cymbidium Festival. While this 
is not an orchid to attract the judges atten- 
tion due to the bloom habit of twisting 
around the stem, it doesn’t bother most 
people who see it as all the flowers always 
head in the same spiral direction and end 
up displaying themselves very nicely. 
Cym. Nutty ‘Tom Tom’ owned by Ken 
Purcel is a small flowered intermediate of 
an unusual orange/amber colour with an 
eye-catching labellum. Again, not a show 
winning type, but sufficiently different 
enough to be noticeable. Unfortunately, 
the colouring makes it another of those 
flowers that are done a disservice by harsh 
artificial lighting that bleach out the warm 
orange-y tones evident in good natural 
light. | 
Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Cym. (Lunata x Willunga Royal). 


Above: Cym. Touch My Thumb ‘Miss Green’. 


Left: Cym. Red Nelly ‘Purple Satin’. 
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Cym. Eminent ‘Aranen Towers’. Cym. Nutty ‘Tom Tom’. 


FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


We anticipate that our new catalogue 


featuring the next generation of cymbid- 


ium seedlings in flask will be available in 
late 2005. 


Don’t miss out. If you are not already on 


our mailing list then contact us by letter, 
phone or email. We will record your 
details and forward a free copy of our 
next catalogue as soon as it is released. 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids@optusnet.com.au 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @prodigy.net 


AOR 193 
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he original concept of the Australian 

Cymbidium Society Award of 
Recognition was to recognise for posterity 
those persons involved in the growing, 
hybridising and promotion of cymbidiums, 
and those who have made major and long 
term contributions to the development of 
Cymbidium clubs, societies, judging systems 
and their administration. 

In some cases, the recipients recognised 
over the past ten years have all either been 
well known hybridisers and commercial 
Cymbidium producers or persons who have 
contributed in areas of promotion, education, 
administration, development and service. 

While the award is not necessarily given 
every year, with eight people being recog- 
nised in ten years, 2005 saw the addition of 
the eighth recipient alongside Alvin Bryant, 
Syd Monkhouse, Dean Roesler, Bob Nicole, 
John Gulbis, Ern Kettle, and Kevin Black. 

For the eighth recipient of the ACS Award 
of Recognition his involvement with cym- 
bidiums began 18 years ago in 1987 when he 
visited a workmate’s home with a friend to 
look over his Cymbidium orchid collection. 
Like many others who visited a friend’s col- 
lection, he went home with a couple of plants 
and, the following week, another visit saw 
him return home with another four. He had 
caught THE disease of collecting cymbidi- 
ums! 

At that time, the recipient and his wife 
were living in a flat so they had to move to 
larger premises with more land to house his 
newly found hobby. They purchased a town 
house and soon the whole backyard became 
one big shade house, and the collection out- 
grew that property within a year. The next 
move took place in 1990 when land at 
Noarlunga Downs, south of Adelaide, was 
acquired. A house for their family and a large 
shade house were built along with smaller 
flowering houses for the orchids. Within a 
few years the recipient had become a major 
exhibitor and an active member of the 
Cymbidium Club of South Australia. 

In 1995 he decided to try his hand at lab- 
oratory work, tissue culture and seed propa- 
gation. With help from Gordon Brooks and 
Kevin Western he established a small labo- 
ratory in a shed. The recipient was a quick 
learner and became very proficient in his lab- 
oratory — so much so that there was no room 
for all the flasks that he was producing. 

By about 2002 both sons, Gavin and 


Moss Bray is congratulated on his receipt of the ACS Award of Recognition by Peter Moore, ACS 


President. 


Simon, had grown up and had left home so 
both their bedrooms were turned into one big 
laboratory by the removal of an adjoining 
wall. Expansion of the nursery reached its 
current size with the building of three flow- 
ering houses on the block of land next to his 
home — all available land was now covered 
by shade cloth and flowering houses. 

The recipient was a founding member of 
CCSA and has missed only three meetings in 
all those years, only because he was overseas 
with his family. 

In all of his time growing cymbidiums he 
has been an outstanding promoter of the 
genus and its culture and has encouraged and 
helped many individuals with new and old 
varieties alike. 

Many clubs, as well as CCSA, have ben- 
efited from his generosity in terms of spon- 
sorship and through attendance at their 
shows. He regularly supports and attends 
major shows in country Victoria and has reg- 
ularly supported the ACS national shows 
wherever they are held, and is an annual 
exhibitor and sponsor of the Ararat 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival. 

His seed flasking and tissue culture ser- 
vice is legendary for the quality of the plants 
produced and the speed of development his 
plants achieve in the flask. Well known to 
growers in Australia and New Zealand, he is 
also a magnet for international commercial 
cut flower and nursery trade people who visit 
South Australia. When Leon and Wim Van 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


The 2005 Australian Cymbidium Society 
Award of Recognition 


Text by Peter Moore and CCSA — photography by Rob Smith 


a. 


Rijn first came to Australia seeking new and 
improved cut flower cymbidiums they 
sought out the recipient for his help and guid- 
ance and they have been firm friends ever 
since. 

The development of this association has 
delivered benefits to both countries as top 
class Dutch clones, possibly suitable for 
show bench and hobby uses here, are now 
making their way to Australia through the 
recipient’s connections. 

He and his wife, Rosemary, established 
Sims Orchids with son Gavin, and Maria, as 
a cut flower and pot plant nursery. The recip- 
ient has been an active Cymbidium 
hybridiser, although most of his hybrids to 
date have been registered by other growers 
who have flowered worthwhile seedlings 
from his crosses. 

This year’s recipient has been a tireless 
supporter and sponsor of the CCSA, a com- 
mittee member for a number of years, and 
has served several terms as Junior Vice 
President. 

It gives me great pleasure to present on 
behalf of the committee and members of the 
CCSA, the nominating club, and the execu- 
tive of the ACS, the 2005 and eighth recipi- 
ent of the CSA Award of Recognition, Mr 
Moss Bray. | 

Peter Moore 

ACS President 

10 Stephanie St 

Padstow, New South Wales 2211 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Building a 


Cymbidium Collection 


Text by Noe Smith — Photography by Rob Smith 


| bas to taking up the hobby I’d often 
admire orchids, particularly cymbidi- 
ums, anywhere I saw them and wonder at 
how long the flowers lasted. At some stage 
a friend gave me a few Cymbidium plants 
and, somehow, within a year, I had a full 
shade house. 

Like most new growers, I had no idea 
about the plants I was buying, or being 
given — some [| hadn’t seen in flower and, 
thinking back, never did! Some of those 
plants in my early collection were old 
hybrids, some in poor condition too — 
some were diseased, and others came with 
shrivelled bulbs and no roots. As a novice 
grower I didn’t know enough to get them 
back to a healthy state and they quickly 


died. 

If this sounds familiar, or you are just 
beginning a Cymbidium collection then, 
hopefully, what you’re about to read will 
help you to build a collection which will 
encourage you and reward you instead. 

As you’re reading this magazine you 
have probably joined a club already. If not, 
I’d recommend that you do, and attend 
meetings if possible as well. A specialist 
Cymbidium club will provide access to 
experienced growers, will teach you about 
culture, and will give you the opportunity 
to acquire good quality cymbidiums. By 
good quality I don’t necessarily mean 
expensive show winning plants but, rather, 
well-grown, healthy, free-flowering types 


which, given reasonable care and atten- 
tion, will provide you with flowers to 
enjoy. 

I’ve always had a strong belief that 
novice growers need good healthy plants 
from day one. Some people adopt the view 
that any old things will do as anew grower 
will likely kill them anyway. Certainly a 
new grower may lose a few plants but, in 
general, cymbidiums are hard to kill and 
will often survive poor culture for a sur- 
prisingly long time, which is a plus for 
someone on a learning curve and begin- 
ning with good healthy plants increases 
the chances of success compared to start- 
ing out with suspect plants. 

This article isn’t really intended as a cul- 


Floriferous intermediate cymbidiums such as Cym. Gentle Touch ‘Bon Bon’ can produce impressive flowerings such as this. 
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tural guide for beginners but, perhaps, the 
best tip for new growers is to obtain a cul- 
tural sheet from their club (most 
Cymbidium clubs have one) that should 
relate to growing conditions in your gen- 
eral environment. With a start provided by 
proven methods one should be able to 
quickly gain encouraging results and, after 
a while, the confidence to vary your grow- 
ing conditions to suit your specific loca- 
tion once enough is learned to assess other 
options. That’s not to say that alternative 
cultural methods will give better results, 
but at least the ability to make informed 
decisions about either making changes or 
staying with what you already know won’t 
end in disaster. 

Building a Cymbidium collection for 
most novice growers (and many who’ve 
been growing them for a long time too I 
might add) is usually a haphazard affair. 
Plants are purchased on impulse because 
the flowers were irresistable or the 
description in a catalogue sounded inter- 
esting or, perhaps, another grower advised 
that you must have such-and-such a plant. 
All of these avenues are fine but what 
often happens is that you end up with a col- 


lection with a limited colour or size range, 
or that all your plants tend to flower over a 
limited period during the entire growing 
season as you ve noticed that other grow- 
ers have a range of plants that come into 
flower over many more months than yours 
do. While your particular interests, in 
terms of Cymbidium types may change 
over time (perhaps you’ll develop a keen 
interest in competing on the show bench 
for example), initially a collection of var- 
ied types, sizes, colours and flowering 
times is a worthwhile goal — of course 
bearing in mind that you should actually 
like the flowers or there’s not much point 
in growing them. 

If you like miniature cymbidiums then, 
by all means, concentrate on them — or any 
other category that takes your fancy. If 
you’re not sure, then grow a mixed collec- 
tion. Most people do, or at least keep a few 
favourites in other types besides their main 
interest. Try to visit orchid shows, particu- 
larly Cymbidium shows, and make notes 
about plants that catch your eye. Likewise, 
at monthly club meetings where flowering 
plants are benched, you can get a good 
look at them as ask about them. You’ find 


Perhaps the most famous and popular miniature Cym. Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade. 
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that some of the plants at shows or 
monthly meetings may not be available for 
sale anywhere but, don’t be hesitant about 
asking, or be upset if you’re told you can’t 
have it or a division of it (they might be 
newly flowered seedlings for example) as 
it will most likely become available in the 
future if the owner doesn’t have a particu- 
lar purpose in mind for it and won’t part 
with it. The vast majority of Cymbidium 
growers are generous and helpful and 
don’t mind accommodating you if you are 
polite and can take no for an answer some- 
times. Being pushy if you don’t get what 
you want will only get you a reputation, 
and very few favours, from anyone. 
Luckily for new growers (or all of us for 
that matter) cymbidiums are one of the 
genera that can be reproduced by meri- 
cloning, which means that large numbers 
of a desirable plant can be cloned to pro- 
vide lots of basically identical plants rea- 
sonably quickly. Many nurseries carry 
good selections of mericlones of popular 
cymbidiums that are often available in var- 
ious sizes, from young single-growth 
plants to mature flowering size ones. 
Mericlones are a good starting point when 
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Plants such as Cym. Magic Sonnet ‘Golden 
Heart’ can provide dramatically different colour 
combinations. 


building a collection as it’s possible to 
obtain plants identical to those you’ve 
seen at shows, etcetera, so you know 
exactly what you are getting, while bear- 


Peloric or “freak” types of cymbidiums are popular, but not to everyone’s 
taste. This one is Cym. (Fuss x Negrito) ‘Gizmo’. 
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ing in mind that not every Cymbidium you 
see will be available as a mericlone. There 
are in excess of 10,000 grexes registered 
and many, many more varieties of those in 
existence as well. However, as Cymbidium 
hybridising has been going on for over 100 
years, many plants have passed into his- 
tory or are just not being mericloned any 
more. Some varieties may only be avail- 
able as divisions from other growers, if at 
all, but there are so many cymbidiums cur- 
rently available as mericlones that we’re 
pretty well spoilt for choice, apart from the 
fact that many of the newer ones are supe- 
rior to earlier hybrids anyway, although 
the true classics from the older types tend 
to be recloned fairly regularly. 

Without getting too technical, it’s prob- 
ably appropriate to give a brief description 
of some of the more common terms used. 
Firstly, the registered name of an orchid is 
it’s grex name. For example, Ruby Eyes is 
the registered grex name of a hybrid com- 
bination of the two orchids that were its 
parents (pumilum x Sensation). To distin- 
guish each flowered seedling of the Ruby 
Eyes grex from its siblings a varietal name 
is also given, thus, ‘Red Baron’ (the sin- 
gle inverted commas denoting the varietal 
name) is not the same as any other 
seedling flowered from the Ruby Eyes 
crossing — a “christian name” if you will. 
Knowing the full name of an orchid you 
want is important as you might not get the 


specific one you are after, just as a letter 
might not be delivered if you don’t know 
the full address. Some of the seedling 
results from some hybrid crosses may 
grow better than others, have better flow- 
ers, or be a different colour, size or shape 
— just like the kids in any family you know 
— but mericlones offer a 99% certainty that 
you will know when they will open their 
flowers, how big the plants will grow, 
what the flowers will look like and what 
colour they will be. Likewise, a division 
of a plant you have seen will give the same 
certainty. 

The other option for adding to your col- 
lection is to grow seedlings. In orchid 
terms, seedlings are the plants produced by 
combining two parents by placing the 
pollen from one parent (pollen parent) 
onto the stigma of the other parent (pod 
parent). Seedlings, like children or pup- 
pies, will vary across the range of available 
gene combinations from the parents and, 
although hybridising orchids is not an 
exact science, experience may allow a 
hybridiser to reasonably predict an out- 
come. Personally, I hope that everyone 
will grow a percentage of seedlings in their 
collection if they have the space. It’s true 
that some of the seedlings grown will be a 
disappointment in some way, and some 
won’t even be worth keeping either, but 
others will produce attractive and/or 
unique flowers that are exciting or gratify- 


Pure colour or albino types of cymbidiums can be very attractive and come 


in white, yellow, and shades of light to mid-green. 
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ing in some way and the chance that a real 
stunner will flower for you is very real. No 
one can tell before a seedling flowers if it 
will be a show winner, an also-ran, or a 
dud, so it’s a gamble every time, but the 


thrill of flowering a good one is a heck of 


a payoff. 

There’s an old saying that every meri- 
clone was a seedling once. If new 
seedlings weren’t being flowered there 
wouldn’t be any new mericlones and we’d 
all be growing species, so consider taking 
a chance on a few, or a lot, of seedlings. It 
keeps hybridisers busy making crosses to 
surprise and delight us all — a good thing. 

Choosing seedlings to buy can be a 
daunting exercise in terms of which ones 
to pick. The best option when you’re start- 
ing out is to pick those which are a combi- 
nation of parents you know, or take advice 
from reliable and experienced growers you 
know and admire for the success they have 
with flowering seedling plants. These peo- 
ple will happily recommend crosses if they 
know what you are looking for, whether it 
be compact miniature types of particular 
colours or flowering times. 

So, having armed yourself with some 
ideas about what sort of cymbidiums you 
want to grow, where to do you look for 
them? The obvious answer is the best one. 
Go to reputable nurseries and hybridisers, 
the people you read about in publications 
such as this one, those who exhibit at 
major shows, or at your local Cymbidium 


Top: Cymbidiums with 
Australian native 
Cymbidium content in 
their parentage can 
extend your flowering 
season as they gener- 
ally flower in early 
summer. This one is 
Cym. Mad _ Magic 
‘Amber’. 


club. Rely on the advice of club members 
you respect, and ask where others get their 
plants from. It can be tempting to buy 
from chain store types of garden centres, 
weekend markets, driveway sales, or 
supermarkets, but beware — often these 
outlets sell orchids of dubious quality, 
usually without name tags, and are rarely 
cheap to boot. They can often be in poor 
condition or may be diseased and can 
infect your whole collection if you’re not 
aware of what you are _ buying. 
Occasionally responsible club members 
may sell plants at markets, etcetera, but if 
you don’t know the seller it’s safer to 


avoid purchasing plants from those 
places. Some garden centres and/or 


florists get their plants from reputable 
nurseries or breeders and, in those situa- 
tions, your decision to buy should be 
based on the overall look of the plant. If it 
appears to be as healthy as the plants you 
see at shows and meetings then, by all 
means, take the chance if you particularly 
like the flower. 

I hope these observations will help in 


ABOVE? Like Australian TAIN ybrids? the species Cym. devonianum 
hybrids are late flowerers. Cym. (Mad Doctor x devonianum) is a good 
example of these floriferous types. 


building a Cymbidium collection made up 
of productive and attractive plants you’ll 
enjoy and be proud of. Good growing to all 
. . . and welcome to a most rewarding 
hobby. | 
Noe Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 

Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


EASY ORCHIDS 


We wish you a 


ent CHRISTINAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR 


3 Sussex Street, Weodbur, NSW. 2472 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 % Fax: 02 6682 2605 


| www. w.easyorchids. com | 


SHOWDATES Dec 2005/Jan 2006 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY 
Queensland 
11-12 February 9.00am-4.00pm Summer Aspley ‘Celebrating 30 Yrs’ 


SHOW ADDRESS 


The Auditorium, Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
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in California 


Text by Grant Cole — Photography by Grant Cole & Anthony Velardi 


he 25th Annual “Fascination of Orchids” International Show 

and Sale was held February 10th through 13th, 2005. This is 
the first major Cymbidium show of the season in California, and 
is held in the Macy’s Home Store Wing (Formerly Crystal Court) 
of the South Coast Plaza Shopping Mall, in Costa Mesa, 
California. The facility is a modern three-story shopping mall, 
featuring a rotunda in the center. This is the perfect setting for the 
magnificent centre display erected by the professional designers 
and decorators engaged by the shopping centre. The five-meter 
tall display was named, “Da Xiong Mao” (The Giant Panda). 
Floral replicas of two Pandas are shown feeding in a bamboo 
grove amidst hundreds of orchid flowers. 

There were over one hundred orchid displays by major grow- 
ers, societies, and hobbyists. Nearly seventy local and interna- 
tional vendors operated the sales booths. The seminar program 
consisted of 18 lectures and workshops on all phases of orchid 
growing, hybridizing, and culture. Being a mall show admission 
to the show is free. Attendance by the public was estimated to be 
in excess of 100,000 persons. 

Judging for the show was provided by the Cymbidium Society 


The magnificent centre display created for the 25th Annual Fascination of 
Orchids. Named “Da Xiong Mao” (The Gianda Panda). Floral replicas of 
two Pandas are shown feeding in a bamboo grove amidst hundreds of 
orchid and other exotic flowers. Photo by Grant Cole 
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Cym. Kiwi Connection ‘Jack Thomas’. Received a Bronze Award for its 
owner Joe Santy. Photo by Anthony Velardi 


of America and the American Orchid Society. 
Cymbidiums awarded by the Cymbidium Society of America 
were: 


Cym. Kiwi Connection ‘Jack Thomas’ 

(Red Beauty x Last Tango) — Bronze Award — Owned by Joe 
Santy 
Cym. California Ablaze ‘San Francisco’ 


(Geisha x Painted Doll) — Bronze Award — Owned by The 
Rowland Collection 


Cym. (Unregistered) ‘Un-named’ 
(Woody Wilson x Vogelsong) — Best First Bloom Seedling — 
Owned by Casa de las Orquideas El 
Grant Cole 
10129 Groveland Avenue 
Whittier, California, USA 
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PRIVATE GROWER-~ SELLING 


Zygoneria and allied crosses, from tube to 
B. & L. For list of crosses write to 
S. Grenfell, 18 Cavenett Street, Port Pirie, 


SA 5540. Or phone (08) 8632 2709. 


2005/2006 ORCHID EVENTS — 


SPECIES ORCHIDS WANTED - 
Single plants to entire collections con- 
sidered. Phone 02 6682 2635. 


WHAT’S ON! 


26 February 2006 — Hills District 
Orchids Open Day, Northmead, 
NSW 


31 March —2 April 2006 — Sydney 
International Orchid Fair, Castle Hill, 
NSW 


19-21 May 2006 
International Orchid 
Greensborough, Victoria 


24-25 June 2006 — Mingara Orchid 
Fair, Central Coast, NSW 


2 July 2006 — Tinonee Orchids Open 
Day & Show, Tinonee, NSW 


Victorian 
Fair, 


19-23 July 2006 — Australian Orchid 
Conference, Port Macquarie, NSW 


18-20 August 2006 — St Ives Orchid 
Fair, St lves, NSW 


8 October 2006 — Hills District 
Orchids Open Day, Northmead, 
NSW 


13-15 October 2006 — Southern 
Orchid Spectacular, Cronulla, 
NSW 


3 December 2006 — Easy Orchids 
Open Day, Northmead, NSW 
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Dendrobium lasianthera — Photo Gary and Judy Backhouse 


